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1bD JUDe 8th Board meeting and the JUDe 10th General
MeeUDa were inadvertently printed in the wrong order.
Tbc comet reading should be Board Minutes start on
pap 1, column 1, then columns 2 on page 1 continued
on pase 3 column 1. The General Meeting minutes
aOOuld be read column 2 page 3, and continued on
column 1, page 2.

Monday .............. BEGINNER'S ONLY IN
LAPIDARY SECTION
Flat lapping on inltructor'l pormillion only
Beginning loldcring, SUvellmitbiDg.
Bead stringing, aDd Faceting.
Tuesday ..........• Faceting, Square W~ Jewelry
Wednesday ........•••....••••. FacetiDa (10m.)

Tbumday .................

II

II

••••

MSC: Warren/Barron: Treasurer's report be accepted

~tiDa

and bUla be paid.

Friday ..•...•..••....•.•..• Cl:lanDel Jewelry
Saturday . . . . . . . . . . . .. Juniors·· Adultl Welcome
•••••••••••••••••• Square Wire Jewelry

, Federation Show: Vern Korstad reported that the
Federation Show that our Society hosted was very
aucccsaful. He expressed his thanks to the committee
members and to all who helped. A complete report
iDcluding financials will be reported in the Board
Meeting iq the next Petrograph. Attendance of over
4,000 was fine. Everyone •• dealers, attendees,
. demoDltratora, and case exhibitors •• were all well
pleued.

SBOPBOUBS
Mon., Wed., and Fri. .......•..•..• 7- 9:30 p.m.
Tues. and Thurs. . •.... ,.......... 6· 9:30 p.m.
Wednesday Morning ....... 9:00 10m. • 12:00 noon
Thursday Afternoon . . . . . • .. 12:00 noon • 3:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning ......... 9:00 10m. - 12:00 noon
(Juniors •• Adultl are also invited)

1993 Show: Cbairman Barron will get things started
when the Federation show is completely wound up.
Tbe~ will be a report in November.

MEMBERS WITH INITIALS 0 • Z, PLE.UE BRING

COOKIES TO THE NEXT GENERAL MEETING

General Meetings

Board Meetings

John Gullak reported that we have two scroll saws in
the soop. Users will have to be trained and will have to
purcblae their own $11 diamond blades (wires) to use.

7:30 p.m.

CenteDDlai HaD
22292 FoothDI Blvd.
lIayward. CA
Odober 14, 1m
November 11, 1m

V. McCullough liked for direction about leftover
Fcdoration abow materials.
MSC: A. BarroD/Miller: V. McCullough to dispose of
lef'lovor Federation show materials at his discretion.

7:30 p.m.,
Sbop
OdOber 6, 1m
November

B. Snyder: Aaked for a meeting to diacuas acbool
c:hildron atteDdocl at next Society sOOw.

',1m

J. Miller: B. Silva reports that we have four new
membell.

MINUTES. BOARD OF DIRECfOBS. 'OM
Voting Members Present: R. Sanborn, J. Warren, L
Brest, Doc Buacbke, J. Miller, V. !Coratlld, E.
Antunovich, M. Oliver, A. Barron

SUDIhinc: G. Hansel reported that Oeorp Valba lost
his lOa. Tbc Society seDda their coDdolencea.
Petrograph: L Breat asb (and hopes) that articles for
the Petrograph can be turned in on time: Le. before the
20th of the month.

Appointees Present: F. Brown, G. Hanzel, V.
McCullough, J. Gullak, E. Snyder, J. Hammond, R.
Haaemeyer

Speaker for October Meeting: J. Warren reported that
Bill Vance will be the speaker and will talk on either
rubies or tourmalines.

Muting was called to order by President Ednah
Antunovich at 7:35 p.m.
Minutes of the June 8th and July 10th; corrections. A
correction to the last minutes to read "Videos shall not
be purchased until it is determined that we do not
already possess them or that they can be borrowed or
are available from another source". Also the minutes of

Ubrary: Fern Brown reported all is well.
Scholarship: J. Hammond reported sales for pendant
raffle. Members sold 594 tickets, others sold 1490
tickelS, and 702 were sold at the show for a total of

1

$2,786. The winner of the pendant wu Stevc Kay of
Fremont.

Tho meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m.
Rcapectfu11y submitted,
Marian Oliver, Secretary

A. Barron reported that the Society bought the
Nordstrom estate. Will use findings for door prizcl,
other items for scholarship fund, and other shop aDd
Society needs. Some of the rocks were sold aDd reaped
enough to pay for the whole estate.

MINlJTES. GENERAL MEETING.
fJ/fJ/fJ'J,
,
AtteDdanc:c: 93 members and guests

Amy DeVoe gave the Cub all the rocks DoUS Haw left
for Jack. We will use for scholarship, etc. and will sell
to members at shop and rock swaps.
September meeting will be a spagl1ctti
shop special fund will pay for.

~ecd

Guests: Ron Raymond, Mildred Meyers
New Members: Eric & Patricia Lynch
~ting

which the

called to order by President Antunovich at 7:50

p.m.

Fem Brown reported on the state of the club ByLaws:

MSC: Ron Hasemeyer/Amold Barron: Minutes be
accepted as printed in Petrograph.

Page 2: Special awards should be deleted and abould be
in "Operations Manual" and handled by Put Prcaidcnt.
They should not be in the bylaws.

MSC: A. DeVoe/A. Barron: Approve Treuurer's
report as printed in Petrograph and bills be paid.

Page 3, Section 5: Purchasing "aent and education
coordinator are appointed, not elected.

Tbc meeting was preceded by a spaghetti dinner and
rock lWap. Co-hoated by Amy DeVoe and Arnold
Barron. Many thanks to them and their helpers for a

Page 4, Article 5, Section 3: Autborization of
expenditures up to $SOO approved by Board September
1989. Do not need membership approval.

very enJoyable repast.
Tho Society Bylaws are being updated and the following
addidolJl or corrections are hereby announced: (1)
Society dUOl are due January 1st and are past due
March lit; (2) Tho Board of Directors may approve up
110. S500 (muimum) ezpenditure without membenbip

Page 4, Section 2, Article 6: Duca payment due January
1st. Delinquent ~h 1st. (Both cbanpa will be
presented to the general membership aDd publlabod in
Petrograph twice).

approval.

Page 6, Article 11: Scholarship Fund. Delete S500
amount; amount to be givcn and will be reported by the
Chairman for the Board approval.

'IbankI to Amy DeVoe who donated the rocks for the
cvoniDg. SawiD& was doDe by Joe Hunt and Norm

HodIon.

The Operations Manual has been reviewed and
necessary additions/corrections/deletions will be made.

Federation Show: Vom Kontad reported on the rccont
Federation Show which we bolted. He elpreuod hiJ
tbanD to all committee members aDd everyone who
helped. Tbc sbow was a great SUCCCII, II WU the
banquet. Over 4,000 people attended the show. A more
complete report including the fiDanctals will be ready
for the oeD Petrograph. Vem invited everyone who
worked at the show to help themselves to mementos
which he bad available at the back of the hall.

Membership Chairman: All membership cards must be
signed to be valid. An official stamp will be purchased
for that purpose.

Shop News: Two new scroll saws have been purchased
and are in the shop. Users must be trained and will
have to buy their own diamond blades to use them.

Shop Rules: These have been referred to the shop
steering committee for updating.

Attendance prize of $140 was won by Sadie Snyder.

Each page of the Bylaws and Operations Manual must
be dated and revision stated with new date.
MSC: BarroD/Warren: Changes and/or corrections by
the Bylaw Committee be taken and whatever actions
necessary be made.

The Bead Society will meet September 15th at the
Emeryville Holiday Inn.

MSC: Sanborn/Miller: Meeting be adjourned.
2

There will be a field trip to Hallelujah Junction October
10 - 12. Particulars at the shop.

WORK. WORK. WORK
The big show is over
It's all history now;
The ball when its empty,

Door Prizes: Guests: Ron Raymond and Mildrcc1
Myers; Members: Tom Miller, Billie Ashley, Emma
Castillo, Arland Stokes

Look lonesome somehow.
I ltand by the truck
With a sense of relief,
And think of all we accomplished
In a time span so brief.

MSC: Pasquini/A. Ashley: Meeting be adjoumcd.
Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

Just five days before
In the very same place
I saw the truck doors spring open
And start off the race.
A race against time,
Just two days away.
When the speeches were over and
Someone would say
The show is now open
Come in and have fun,
We are ready and waiting,
The show bas begun.

Respectfully submitted,
Marian Oliver, Secretary
MEMBERSmp REPORT

The membership drive for the upcoming year will begin
next month. I would appreciate it if members could
send in their applications (which will be attached in next
month's Petrograph) as early as possible. It will greatly
relieve the last-minute rush that alw~~ occurs.

PLEASE SEND YOUR DUES,
APPLICATION ~ S . '

~M~/faS~~

. THIS
WILL ALLEVIATE PROCESSING

Tbc truck was soon emptied
All over the place,
And the truaty club members
Were running the race.
Bank, bank went the hammers
And they kept the liners true,
While the girls covered our errors
With skirting 10 blue.
Our good kitchen crew
With an elegant tlair,
Scrved us food by the ton
In the fresh open air.

DELAYS.

PLEASE BE SURE TO SEND ME A CHANGE OF
ADDRESS WHENEVER YOU MOVE. Our
Petrographs are mailed out Third Class, and they WILL
NOT BE FORWARDED BY THE POST OmCE. I

was aware that about 20 members moved only by,
sending our renewal notices first class as a final DOtice
that they were being dropped from our rosterl
Candy

The elcctrici8D.!l w~re "VIY
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All these good thougl11l!. 1: 'tv,;;, ;.\;','
Roped up in a bow,
For your box filled with memories
Of our Ninety-two show.

Vem McCullough

3

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

lEDEBATlON FOOD COMMITTEE REPORT

It was a wonderful shoWi everyone who attended said
so. It was hard work, but worth it all when we saw
what had been created. Everything went so smoothly at
the last that I was amazed. We have received many
letters complimenting us on a very unusual and
magnificent show.

Joe and I would like to thank all the members that
helped make our food project a success, especially Joan
Warren and Joan Miller who recruited all of our help.
Thanks also to the help we received from a special
group of members referred to as "the untouchables".
Special thanks to Jim Barron, our head BBQer, Al
Marque,z, the hamburger chef on Friday, Monte Cook,
Norman Hodgson, Vic Pasquini, Chriss Pasquini, Ron
Miller, Ron Hasemeyer, Walt Schneider, Amy DeVoe,
and to all the others I have not listed who not only did
tIlcir two-hour shifts, but worked many more hours.

I want to thank you one and all, and especially the ones
who took on so many jobs. You made it work. And to
all the members who came out and helped, I think that
there were more than 100 in all who took part, 88
committee members or workers. That is a record. An
to all the members of the Uvermore Cub who c:ame to
our assistance and helped in many waYs, thank you
Uvennore. Almost every member of their club took a
job at our show.

All our etIorts helped to make this not only a great
show, but a FABULOUS onel

Joe and Arnold

For the committee members who spent 1-1/2 years
preparing for this show, lowe a deep debt of gratitude.
You stayed in there and made ~t work. I thank Arnold
as my Co-Cbairman for this aaaistancc and his
leadership, and to my wife, Jeanette, for bel'
understanding and continuous help from the bc&inDiD8
to the cod. Thanks.

SPECIAL SHOP FUND

We have a large amount of rough and slabs for sale at
the shop. If you missed the spaghetti dinner put on by
the food committee and paid for out of the special shop
fuDd, DOW would be a good time to stop by the shop
and rwtock your own supply.

And to all who helped in any way, thank youl, Thank
you I
Vern Korstad

We are seutna lOme Jade that would make spheres,
Ilabs, book eDds, or cabs at S.lS a lb. All of the money
goes to our Special Shop Fund.

THE FEDERATION SHOW

A very lpecial thanks to Amy DeVoe for givtna us a
pick-up load of rock.

The show was a great success. Everything worked 80
well, and our members did such a great job that we are
to be complimented for this achievement. Many did not
think that we could do it, but we did.

We bought two jigsaws at the IhoWi one for rocks and
the other for metal. You might like to check them out
the next time you are at the lhop.
Arnold

Vern Korstad
CFMS

EYlURIT CHAIRMAN'S REPORT

First of all I wish to thank our members who helped
makc the show possible. Without them, there would not

CLASSIFIEDS

have been a show. Those who did the set-up, the
skirting, and put up the club cases, I especially .
appreciated. Everything was in readiness the day before
set-uPi so when the exhibitors arrived they put up their
cases and there was no confusion.

For Sale: Taylor fa<:eting machine.
Excellent condition; comes with desk
that has been cut to fit faceting
machine; $300 or best offer.

We had a total of 200 exhibits, including those in
competition. Of these, there were 21 cases from our
members as guest exhibitors, and 5 in competition.
Practically every space available was filled. Due to
lOme cancellations, we did ask some of our members to

4
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put in a case. In the end, everything turned out quite
well and, I might say, it was a beautiful show. Thank
you, each and everyone, who helped make this show a
success: to Billie Ashley, who handled the noncompetitive applications; Vern McCullough, who did the
layout; Scott Clarke, who printed the name tags and
handled case assignments; and to Pauline Fansher, Dick
and Clara Minor, who handed out the packets; and to
Horace Robertson, who was always around to help set
up cases or lock up cases.

meeting. After a winner is proclaimed, the sequence
will start again. Odds are better than the state lottery,
so why don't you come to our next meeting.
Howard Bushke
CLASSES
Are there any classes that you would like to take that

are not being offered at a convenient time? Would you

be willing to instruct a class at a time other than the
regularly-scheduled classes? If you have any ideas for
classes, or would like to instruct a class, leave your
name and phone number at the shop.

Jeanette Korstad, Exhibit Chairperson.
LETrER FROM TETON GEMS
Dear Club Members:
Thank youl You really had a good show again this

year. We appreciate all the effort, planning and just
plain hard work that makes your show so successful.

MGSCV BADGES

We look forward to your show every year, and would
really like to be included in next year's show.

Many members have been requesting information on
ordering name badges for our club. The costs are $5.50
for a large badge, and $5.00 for a small badge. When
ordering, PRINT YOUR NAME LEGmLY IN
CAPITAL LETl'ERS. Send a check made payable to
"5 B's" to the following address:

Thanks again,
Sincerely,
Charlie and Helen Smith

5 B's
4138 David st.
castro Valley, CA 94546

It's always a pleasure getting to see everyone again, and
we enjoy the hospitality shown us by the club.

If yOl). nccd. t.iJrther. lXl;;ormatioD1 can 510/582-5417.

SUNSHINE REPORT
Our hearts go out to Leona and ~orae Valba in the
loss of their son. We will say a prayer to ease your
pain.
Gene Hanzel
ORIENTATION CLASSES
Orientation classes are held every third Thursday of the
month at 7:30 p.m. at the shop.

MEMBER INCENTIVE
The membership voted for an attendance incentive when
they set up a special door prize. One hundred dollars is
to be set aside with $10 per month added until there is a
winner. To be eligible for this prize Oust think how
many things you can buy at our club show), you must
be a currently paid-up member and be present at the
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Last year Bill chaired the committee to furnish lapidary
the Castro Valley club at the Alameda County Fair.
We lI :l tl 10 ts of winners.
We sure hope to hear that noisy guy back at the shop
very soon. Vern and some of the others are tired of answering
questions; they want Bill back to help share the educating.
\ :1 srs fl'( \ITI

Thanks to a tremendous effort on everone's part a VCl'i
successful C.F.M.S. show was held. Every nook and cranny in
the hall was filled. The patio was a tremendous success, what a
good idea with the streamers diffusing ust enough of the sunlight.
even mother nature cooperated. Our dealers went away very
happy. the Federation was also very impressed with our efforts.
A specail thanks must go to the Show Co-Chairmen,
Vern Korstad and Arnold Barron. and also to Vern McCullough
who somehow found space where ever it was needed and kept the
electricity flowing.
Every chairman did an outstanding job. Bill Collins not
only was in charge of camping. made sure friends were placed
together and picked up the trash each moming.
Quite a few of our visitors commented on friendly and
helpful everyone was.
There is no way of thanking the kitchen staff for their
work which never ended and was so successful and tasty.
All in all i'm very proud to be a member of such a
cooperative and friendly group.
Ednah

GEM OF THE MONTH
BILL WALSH
How sad that our Gem of the Month could not participate in the P(~de;ration Show with his outstanding cabochons. but
UiJ.! Vval:::h haG been home recuperating from recent surgery. Our
club considers him a master at cabbing (and most other techniques. too). Whenever one doesn't know how to handle a
particular rock. its "Ask Bill".
Bill couldn't remember for sure when he joined; he
thinks it was about 1961 . but he remembered why. He said he
and his first wife (who has since died) needed to buy Christmas
presents for her many sisters. They discovered they could attach
caps to polished stones at a nominal cost. They also discovered
that they liked this. One thing led to another. and he became a
rockbound. His introduction came at a club show. His current
wife. Livona. says she's happy he made the decision for she is
the recipient of many of his products.
Bill was in construction for many years and recently
showed off his photography skills to the Newark Rotary Club.
He discussed the building of the Oakland Coliseum and presented slides. His pictures of many of his minerals and jewelry
are outstanding.
I was surprised to discover Bill was once a skin diver
who liked to search for jade. He soon discovered other stones.
and you didn't have to skin dive for them. I like Bill's ability to
laugh at himself as he tells of some of his early boo-boos.
Personally. I didn't think he had made any. But he tells of trying
to get those dirty spots out of a piece of turquoise. Bill also
loves field trips. but he is limited in this activity now days.
Bill has taught cabbing and says his first job at the club
show was as an electrician. Bill was president of our group in
1968-69. He received a life membership in 1981. His many
hobbies include diving (mentioned above). boating, photography.
camping and of course-- rocks. He hails from Pennsylvania.
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ROCK RUMBLES
Dozens of people worked on our show. and we wish to
thank every one of you. The couple from Oxnard deserve a
trophy. They came north to find out how to put on the show.
They immediately pitched in and skirted the dining room and
then worked on the case rooms. Then they manned their table for
the rest of the time.
Doc and Ellen had an exciting time as they chased down
an attendee who brought in his pet rat. Doc insisted that unless it
was a "seeing eye" rat. it couldn't be at the show.
Arland Stokes had a lady chase him down and ask him
to make a special trip to the campus so she could let her dog out.
He (the dog) had been in the camper for hours. And Allen
Ashley was requested to take a lady to a motel. He explained
that he was married.
Vern McCullogh was unbelievable. He finally ran out
of brain memory and asked his questioners to take him by the
hand to the problem. Part of the problem was that no one let him
get to the problem. They kept stopping him on the way. so he
forgot his original goal and said. "Lead me to the problem!"
There was a power drain in one area. Vern was perplexed. Mark Kramer. an engineer. insisted it couldn't happen.
The electricians agreed. So they checked out every line. One of
the dealers was using a coffee pot and a hot plate. Eliminate
these and the problem was solved.
Wagon master Bill Collins had a couple of fringe
benefits. One was getting in on the Friday night pot luck with
his RV comrades. He helped out several who insisted that he
share their goodies. which probably added a couple of pounds to
his waist line. He also was a good samaritan. A fuel line broke
on the RV of one of the campers resulting in gas all over.
Finding a phone to get help was not easy. Bill rigged up a makeshift repair -- went back to his camper --and heated up the hot
water tank. He then invited the unlucky camper to enjoy a hot
shower to get rid of the gasoline on his skin. I asked him if he had
a laundromat set up. but he said he had to draw the line somewhere.
Food was excellent. We learned Arnold Barron's
brother. Jim. can also cook. Joe Strelick really organized that
crew -- snack bar under Roy LeRoy. the sandwich makers. the
salad makers. the kitchen crew. the decorators (the Fergusons)
who filled the patio with flowers and streamers. and the cashiers.
John Gullak selected an outstanding group of demonstrators. and he stuck around the whole time ready to fill in or
give help. Lots of our members showed off their skills.
The skirters sure got punchy about 9:00 p.m. Sunday
night. They began to accuse Joan Miller of going out and buying
more skirting just to see them wind it up.
Don't forget lots of members baked cakes. pies and
cookies. Just a hard working club. Lots of members had the
same job every day. Others had different jobs throughout the

)

days. Edna, our pres, seemed to be everywhere at once. Smiling
ticket sellers and takers greeted customers, and the dealers were
happy with sales.
)
Aren't you glad we don't have to do the Federation Show
for another 15 or more years. Our March show should be a snap.
We had a new head cook at our September spaghetti
feed, Arnold's brother, Jim, assisted by Amy DeVoe and
Katherine K. (never could spell her last name), and of course
Arnold stuck his nose in. Norm Hodgson sold the club slabs that
he has been sawing. Most came from Amy DeVoe's collection,
and there are lots of beauties. Joe Hammond was busy with the
scholarship silent auction. Wasn't it great that Sadie (the lady
that acts as hospitality chairman, making coffee, etc.) won the
$140.00 attendance prize?
OCTOBER NOTES
I had a very interesting conversation recently with one
of our members. As we all should know by now, our rent at the
shop and at Centennial Hall has gone up considerably. Therefore, do not be surprised at changes that may have to be made.
Vern Mce has figured storage of one barrel costs $4.88. Is the
barrel and contents worth keeping? The answer is yes if necessary for the annual show or to keep the shop running. If not,
some hard decisions may have to be made.
Space has become a premium as we have acquired new
equipment. Restrictions on when certain pieces can be used may
be necessary. Currently, about the only restriction we have is
) that Monday night is saved for beginners who have priority over
lapidary equipment in the grinding room.
We also have had complaints on improper use of
polishing equipment in the silver room (the middle room). The
doors were put on for safety reasons. Only that section in use
should be open. The design is such that debris will be pulled off
to a filter when these techniques are used. This is for your
protection and safety. Again, so many have access to these
polishers. Use only as labeled (which should be done soon). If
not, ASK.
A couple other comments. Coffee is not free. Give with
aquarter. Pay for your copies (5¢ each). The slabs are being
switched. There is a difference in cost on some. Since they are
cheaper than commercial slabs, who ,not g:.v~ <\ Htf.-: ,:::,,,.: ~ . ~\' ~,
still a terrific bargain, and we all profit.
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8/31/92 Ending Balance

680.,

("\f',

';' -1 (1 0 ('

2 7 0. 0 6

3.3.79

462 6 . ~ 4

5 41 . 41

268 8. J. 9

75 . 0 0
:'..23.01
3 .., 5 . 0 8
70. 4 9

981 . 587 51 . 34:
. 66 . 55
599. 2 0
751.91
258.64
135.00

.D O
.0 0
.00
18.34
107.84
5.00
.0 0
~L r
10
55S , .2

.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
107.84
.00
.00

.00

24, )0

.00
12.00

1! "40,12
(, 190 , )6

4.7 !)5 .0a

4H:S6.69

7095.14

.00

.00

~1..52

5380.89
10920.77

Respectfully submitted,
Russell Sanborn
MGSCV Treasurer
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working a stone. This insulation can be purchased at a
home improvement center or plumbing supply store. Just
cut to the length needed and slip over the edge of the
water pan.

A MATCHING GAMEl
(pegmatite)

)

Match the minerals in the with the product:
1.
2.
3.
4.
S.
6.

Actinolite
Alabaster
Barite
Calcite
Chrysocolla
Dumortierite
Garnet
Kyanite
Manganese
Nickel

CARE OF IVORY
(CHIPS)

While reading Ventura Associates, 1983 edition, of
cleaning hints, I was surprised to read -- DON'T PUT
YOUR IVORY IN THE DARK. It is one substance that
needs light. If you keep it in a dark spot, it tends to
yellow.

7.
8.
9.
10.
11. Quartz
12. Sulphur
13. Tungsten

If it has started to turn yellow, you can retard this by
taking 1/2 a lemon, rubbing it in some salt, and the

running it over the ivory object. The lemon will work on
the yellow, and, after it is dry, just take a soft cloth that
has been dampened with some lukewarm water and rub to
give it a bright finish.

A Used in manufacture of spark plugs.

B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.
H.
I.
J.

Gems, abrasive for sandpaper.
Manufacture of sulphuric acid, fireworks.
As grit on roofing products.
Cut and ground for optical use.
Manufacture of plaster of paris.
Used in the manufacture of porcelain.
Used as pigment in white lead paint.
Used for plating in coins.
Filaments for light bulbs, heaters.
K. Used in the manufacture of steel.
L. Copper silicate; cut and used for jewelry.
M. Used in carbonated beverages

EMERALD
(Rock Chips)
Emeralds are among the oldest known gemstone used by
man. As far back as legend and written history can trace,
they were known and highly prized. In Egypt, the
emerald was thought to have a power to ward off evil
influences. Emeralds were evidently sacred to the ancient
peoples of the Near East, for they are found more than
any other gem in tombs when opened and explored by
archaeologists. The emerald was cut in many shapes and
designs and carried as a personal charm. Some of the
finest specimens found are engraved as seal stones. It was
the Egyptians' belief that an emerald could be flashed in
a serpent's eyes to blind it.

(Correct Answers: 1-D; 2-F; 3-H; 4-M; S-L; 6-A; 7-B; 8G; 9-K; 10-1; 11-E; 12-C; 13-J)
HELPFUL HINT
(GEM-N-I)

The early Christians cherished the gem as an emblem of
the resurrection. In Biblical times, the emerald was sacred
to the tribe of Levi. When the Spanish discoverers first
'anded on the coast of South America, they discovered the
Incase using crudely cut emerald to decorate their persons
and their altars. Today, some of the finest emerald in the
world come from South America. Some of the mines are
in areas that were worked by natives centuries ago.

To separate joints cemented with epoxy, suspend the
object in a pan of cold water. Bring the water to a slow
boil. After the water boils for five minutes, try to gently
pry the joint apart. If it does not come loose, try soaking
it again at five-minute intervals until it does. (ED note:
watch this closely if stones are involved, as some
stabilized minerals may dissolve).

The Aztecs of Mexico held emeralds in highest esteem,
and Cortez sent emeralds of outstanding size and brilliancy
to the Emperor of Spain. The stones had been cut out by
Aztecs in the shape of flowers, fish, and other fancy forms
with a degree of fine workmanship.

SHOP HINT
(Color Country Chips)

A suggestion to make wet grinding procedure more
comfortable. Place water pipe foam insulation over the
edge of the water trough for an easy wrist rest while
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THE STORY OF CAMEOS

If the center is 110t open, it can usually be easily drilled

(Color Country ChIps) -

with steel drill bits. Of course, a diamond drill will
always work. A small variable speed electric drill works
fine. Use slow speed. Water for cooling does not help -it actually makes the hole messier. We find it works best
to drill in halfway from each side rather than through in
one pass. This prevents breaking out the end of the bead.
(It also prevents drilled fingers.)

In 1800, in the Italian town of Torro Del Greco, Francisco
Apa was appointed Master CalVer of the Royal School of
Art by Ferdinand IV, King of Naples. Twenty-five years
later, Francisco started his own workshop. The Apa
family still owns the workshop of master artisans.
The origins of cameos are lost in history. Jewelry from
about 4000 BC has been found in ruins from the
Surnerians and the Minoan. They have been found in
Egyptian and Chinese tombs. The art reached its peak in
Greek and Roman times.

To form round beads, place a small nail or a drill in a
small stick, place the stem on the nail, and let the bead
spin as you perform the usual sanding and polishing steps
as you would for a cab.
All the beads can be sanded and polished at once by

Cameos are carved as gems, hard stones or shells with two
or more layers. The design is chiseled from the light layer
against the lower dark background. Though formerly
made from onyx, agate, sal'donyx, chalcedony, and the
like, today Apa uses conch shells exclusively. They are
imported from the West Indies, Mada~car, and the
Bahamas.

stringing them on a piece of piano wire. Tape the ends of
the wire to keep them from coming off. Hold them at an
angle and allow them to spin as you sand and polish. The
wash, rinse, and dry.
Layout your necklace, sizing your beads so that the
largest are in the center and so that the sizes and colors
match on each side of the center. Sizes may be constant
or tapered from the center. Accent beads often to enhance
the beauty. We have used turquoise, red coral, black
petrified wood, ivory and bone.

The artisans use only a small part of the conch. Only one
large and two small cameos can be carved from the
average shell. First, the part to be used is cut, then it is
fastened to the end of round sticks. The rough outer layer
is removed, showing the white or pinkish layer beneath.
It is now that the artisan decides when he will calVe. He
sketches a few lines to guide him. The working with very
sharp, small knives, he creates his cameo. When finished,
it is soaked in olive oil, washed in soap and water, and
polished with a brush. Settings are made by hand since
each varies in size and shape. One cameo may take from
a day to many weeks to complete.

Fifty-pound test nylon or tiger tail are both good for
stringing. String as you would an other beads. The
IndJ.ll'J8 reportedly used doe skin ties. We find it attractive
':':::.:. :::.':'~:'.: ::' ·m:.c,:,t;::· :O:.e, especially with heavier and long
bead strings.
SHOP HINT

(Color Country Chips)
After a tube of epoxy has been opened, dab a bit of
Vaseline on the threads. The cap will not stick and mess
up your tube. Also, put Vaseline around the rim of your
turn.b]~r bef.ore bolting on the lid; it makes a tighter seal
and easier to remove.

HOW TO MAKE FOSSIL CRICOID BEADS

(Color Country Chips)
Fossil cricoid remains are common in Oklahoma. They
are in the sedimentary rock of the Pennsylvanian period.
'Ibis animal, related to the starfish, is found in fossil
deposits up to 400 million years old.
The small sections of the cricoid stem are suggestive of
natural beads. They are round and have a natural hole
through the center that is usually filled with a soft chalky
limestone that can be easily augured out.
To collect stems for beads, watch for limestone outcrops
and around excavations. Collect a few pounds, then select
the best ones for making beads. Discard ones that are
fractured, flat, badly shlaped to otherwise unsuitable.
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North Bay Fie1d'Trippers will be hosted by Santa Rosa Mineral' & Gem Society
at Bellevue School October 24,1992 at 8:pO a.m. Registration B,to 9.
Coffee and donu~s will be served. Potluck l2:00 ·p.m. to ' 1:00 p.m.
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on The Crystal Phenomena.
Harold Whiting
Field Trip Chairman
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