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Monthly Bulletin of the Mineral & Gem Society of Castro Valley

April 2010
General Meeting:

Wednesday April 14, 7:30 P.M. at Mt. Eden Presbyterian
Church, 26236 Adrian Ave, Hayward (Next to Chabot
College, behind Burger King). See map on back cover.

 March Board Meeting
Minutes
 March General Meeting
Minutes

Program:
•

In This Issue:

April Refreshments: A - G

 Rock Rumbles

New Members: Unless otherwise stated, General
Meetings are on the second Wednesday of the month at
the church at 7:30 p.m. You are invited and encouraged to
attend! There is a silent action and door prizes at every
meeting.


Next Board Meeting:

Monday, April 12, 7:00 p.m. at the shop.
•

Shop will be closed on Tuesday eve. April 6

•

We Need a Sunday Supervisor, consider
volunteering for 4 hours.
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 Metalsmithing: Do You Have
A Sign – Metalsmithing
Signatures

 Jewelry Trends
 Fashion
 Special Thanks
 Upcoming Shows & Events
 Membership Application
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MINERAL AND GEM SOCIETY OF CASTRO VALLEY, INC. PETROGRAPH
This is the bulletin of the Mineral and Gem Society of Castro Valley, Inc., a member of the
California Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc., the American Federation of Mineralogical
Societies and the North Bay Field Trip Association.

Bulletin Policy
Submission deadline is the second Friday following the General Meeting (normally the second
Wednesday of the month). Anonymous contributions will not be considered for publication in the
Petrograph; however, if requested, the contributor’s name will be withheld from the published
material. Members are encouraged to submit articles of various types that may be of interest to
the general membership. The editor reserves the right to omit submissions from publication.
Proper credit must be cited for material from any other source. Permission to reprint
Petrograph articles is hereby granted provided all credit is given.

2010 Officers

Elected
President – Ron Miller
Vice President – Jim Ewing
Secretary – Sheryl Cooper
Treasurer – Betty Milam
1st Year Director – Mary Jane Holmes
2nd Year Director – Vijaya Sethuraman
3rd Year Director – Judy Wong
Federation Director - Ron Hasemeyer
Shop Manager – Beth Farmer
2009 Show Chairman – Larry Ham
Membership –
Editor – Maggie Naylor
Past President – Jane Panico

milcron@aol.com

(650) 669-2236

sheryl@coopers.org
solidcedar@comcast.net

(510) 589-8858
(510) 732-6717

rhasmyr@juno.com
bethfarmer@aol.com

(510) 483-7357
(510) 886-1747
(510) 547-5906

editor.petrograph@yahoo.com

(510) 865-4055

Appointed
Shop Steering Committee Chair – Larry Ham
Scholarship Chair – Mary Howell
Librarian – Mary Howell
Historian – Jamie McDonald
Purchasing Agent – Beth Farmer
Education Coordinator – Shirley Buschke
Field Trip Coordinator–Ron Hasemeyer
Parliamentarian – Doc Buschke
Reception/Hostess – Ann Vargas/Dan Gilson
Sunshine Reporter – All members
Door Prizes – Bonnie Andrade
Web Master – Jane Panico

(510) 547-5906
(510) 537-3702
jantares@msn.com
bethfarmer@aol.com
rhasmyr@juno.com

church-andrade@comcast.net
info@MGSCV.org

Publication Staff

Typists: Shirley Buschke, Sheryl Cooper, Betty Milam, and Jane Panico
Photographer: Niki Churchill
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(510) 889-7808
(510) 797-0744
(510) 886-1747
(510) 797-0744

(925) 625-4393
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March Board Meeting

they did real well. Mary Jane Holmes said 2
dealers reported they appreciated all the security.
The next show meeting will be March 18 at 7:00pm.

The meeting was cancelled due to the show.

March General Meeting
President Ron Miller called the meeting to order at
7:33 pm. We had four guests – Rick Thompson,
Sue Gaylord, Connie Deets and Larry Schemel,
our speaker. There were 13 members present.
Ron Miller thanked everybody for all of their hard
work and long hours before, during and after the
show. Especially to Larry Ham and Jane Panico
for all their hard work all year long. Thanks.
The guests/new members introduced themselves.
Rick Thompson is a professional archeologist.
Sue Gaylord looks forward to wire wrap and
jewelry making. Connie Deets inherited a large
collection of rocks and is ready to do something
with them.

February Meeting Minutes:

Membership: Tony Cooper
Since December we have 16 new members. There
are 261 members in all currently.

Field Trip Coordinator\Federation: Ron
Hasemeyer
Information on upcoming shows and field trips are
posted in the binder by the shop door. The
Federation show this year is in So. California.

Education: Shirley Buschke
Classes are posted on the faceting room door.

New Business/Announcements:
The raffle at the show brought in $1,100.

Karl Churchill moved to accept the February
minutes as printed. Delores Barnes seconded the
motion; it was unanimously carried.

Program Chairman: Karl Churchill
The program was “Mountains, Mines and Memories
South of the Mother Lode” by Larry Schemel, with
U.S. Geological Survey in Palo Alto. He brought
samples and books to look at. He discussed the
Kennedy Table Mountain area in CA. There were
slides of tables near Oroville, Jamestown, and
Millerton. Tables were caused by erosion from
volcanic flow, rivers, heat, and winds. He also
talked about Hildreth Mountain gold rush area.
There is still evidence of an arrastre mill used for
gold extraction. He had a picture of the Devil's Post
Pile also.

Show Chairman: Larry Ham

Remember to bring goodies to the general meeting
when it is your turn.
Shop cleanup day is April 17th and the Open House
is April 18th.

Drawing Winners:
Membership Drawing: Larry Pytlik was not
present.
Guest Tickets: Rick Thompson, Larry Schemel,
Sue Gaylord, and Connie Deets
Members Tickets: Delores Barnes, Mary Jane
Holmes, Michelle Bennette, Betty Milam, Ron
Hasemeyer, Sheryl Cooper, and Niki Churchill.
The next general meeting will be April 14th at
7:30pm.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm.

We started over a year ago working on this year's
show. The Pavilion had held small events before,
but nothing on this scale. It was a learning process
for both parties concerned. Thursday dealers
complained about different aspects but by Sunday
they were happy and looking forward to next year.
A lot more kids showed up on Friday then expected.
They were from Newark, Fremont, Hayward and
Castro Valley. The Fire Marshall and building
inspectors showed up Thursday and had
complaints. They came back around all three days
of the show. We did a great job for a new venue.
Somehow we pulled it off. All the figures are not in
yet. We had less attendance this year. Dealers said
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Submitted by Sheryl Cooper
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Rock
Rumbles
–Shirley Buschke

April 2010

If it takes a village to raise a child, it takes a
dedicated membership to have a successful show.
Work began on this year’s show when the club
found out over a year ago that Centennial Hall was
closing. Our favorite show chairman, Larry Ham,
knew we had a problem. After a long search a new
site was found--the Newark Pavilion--and the work
began. It was obvious the building needed
modifications for a show. Wiring was inadequate
and changes were needed. Jim Ewing took over
here.

Now the word must go out about the new location
after 30 years in the previous hall. Jane Panico
began to develop brochures, programs, and eye
catching outdoor signs for the show. You think of
her as best of show in fabrication jewelry but she
can do other things too. The recession left Jane
without a paying job, fortunate for us, for she
became an unpaid volunteer. One of her biggest
jobs was to pick up the pieces that fell through the
cracks.
Betty Milam kept her eye on the budget. Larry
figured the smaller square footage meant less
profit. He also noted need for money for
modifications. So they club hit the reserves. Good
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thing our predecessors were frugal now we have to
replenish this account to keep the shop open.
Larry and Mike Winkle made a back table for
dealers in the large room, strong enough to stand
on. That was the noise you heard on Saturdays at
the shop. Peggy Cooper and a small group of
ladies sewed curtains for four days to go on the
dealer's back tables.
A major concern was facility layout. What is the
maximum number of dealers that can be
accommodated?

Lots less space than in Centennial Hall, to be sure.
Where to put the admissions ticket booth? How can
the audience be directed to the dealers in both halls
and the Fluorescent room, etc.? How many kids will
show up? How about the weather?
The show committee was phenomenal. After all the
prep, it is show time. Happily the turnout for packing
up on Sunday was great and almost as many on
Monday to unpack and begin the physical work. I
am sorry if I have left out some names (old age on
my part?) Bev and Jim Ewing, Peggy Cooper,
Mark Montgomery, Cathy Miller, Sheryl Cooper,
Jamie McDonald, Betty Milam, Larry Ham, Ron
Miller, Norm Hodgson, Nikki and Karl Churchill
(and they live in Patterson), Mary Jane Holmes,
Wilburt Mayo, Beth Farmer, Victor Arca and his
wife, Lee and Sud, and more.
Brianna Miller, John Gullak, Mary Howell, Guest
Kurt Schultz, and Dick Friesen were in the demo
room all three days.
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Rock Rumbles (continued)



Can you duplicate the same design and make a
better one or comparable?

Mike and Jennifer Tice, Dan Gilson and Ann
Vargas, Teresa Tamaguchi, Gladys Janer, Eloise
Rudiger, Stephanie, Bill West, Tony Cooper,
Melissa and Ashley, Bill and Jessie Jeans,
Darlene and Vic Pasquini, Ron Hassemeyer,
also were there the whole time. Doc and Diane
Cahoon sold tickets for the raffle all three days. Our
own Peggy Cooper won the Rigor Pendant this
year. Lee McIlvaine set up and organized the
florescent room. And Mike and Diane Alves
started our show off with a lively tour by hundreds
of school children.
A special thanks to our auctioneer Rita Frazier who
flew in from Colorado. And thanks to Prez Ron
Miller who bid on and won the gorgeous opal
donated by Horace Robertson.
So nice to see so many of old friends who put in
their four hours and then some. Thank you one and
all even if I didn’t name you.



How well did you plan out the piece (use extra
parts not expected, too much metal etc.)



Is the design worth the cost in materials (metal,
stones)?



If I bought a new tool, was it worth it and can I
use it again?



How hard was learning how to use that tool?

Metalsmithing: Having Trouble
Making Designs for your
Jewelry? -Jane Panico
When I design a piece, I ask myself some of the
following questions to help plan my project:
Design checklist:
What do I want this stone to be? (a ring, pendant,
brooch, necklace, bracelet, earrings, etc.)
Size – How small or big should the stones or metal
be?
Shape – Of any stones or the metal
Texture – Use of stamps, files, punches, drill holes,
wire brushes
Color combinations – Of stones and metal
Costs – Of stones, metal and equipment used.
Tools needed – Do I have them or do I have to buy
any to make it?
 How much work will I need to do – Filing,
polishing, steps of soldering etc.


What type of finish do I want – Shinny, dull,
textured, how will you get that texture? etc.



How will I make it? – Will I fabricate with metal,
use lost wax casting or both?



When you go to evaluate a design you have
created ask yourself the following questions:



Are you happy with how it turned out?



Can you fix it if you are not happy?



How close did it come to how you pictured it or
drew it?
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Basically, did you learn anything by making it that
you would go about differently the next time you
make it?
Sometimes when I don’t know what to do with a
stone I just sit around with other stones and pair
them. First I try to see what colors look good with
each other, and then I work with those colors. Once
I find some ideas, I lay them out and sometimes
take to drawing a design on paper. I draw the
stones how I like them situated and then work on
the rest of the piece. I look at the ideas I have on
paper; I pick one and start thinking about some of
the questions above. When I have a pretty good
idea what I want to do, I start making the piece.
Hopefully some of the questions I ask myself help
you in your creations.
Next Month: Do You Have A Sign – Metalsmithing
Signatures

JEWELRY TRENDS

-Shirley Buschke

Get out grandma’s jewelry box and check it out.
You will probably be back in style. The high cost of
metal and the poor economic times are forcing
artists to revert to some of the old stuff--copper,
brass, bronze, exotic woods, shells, resins and
more. High-end designers have reverted to less
expensive products because even the high end has
been effected.
Our own Ed Rigor has been having fun developing
jewelry with clay incorporating precious or semi
precious stones in the design. Some artists are
investigating titanium. Exotic wood such has teak
has been set with black onyx, pink quartz, turquoise
or green agate. Sterling is being used and plated
with rhodium to prevent tarnish. One designer has
chosen leather, but with the embellishment of
diamonds, cost is prohibitive for the average
consumer. I guess the idea here is novelty that no
one else has.
At last we are coming to realize the importance of
good design. Value is no longer dependent only
on the value of the stones and metal used.
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FASHION

UPCOMING EVENTS & SHOWS

-Shirley Buschke

Depressed? Pick yourself up with bright jewelry. If
you watch TV you will notice many females are
wearing lots of neckwear, mostly necklaces of
beads. Check out how many long chains you see,
multiple strands of beads, elongated beads and ear
rings. Asymmetrical necklines (remember the
Oscars) call for a single bold pin or long earrings.
Lots of chunky bracelets; often in aluminum
because it is light in weight. Bakelite, if you have it,
would be nice bracelet ware. Instead of multiple
rings, think multiple bracelets. Even charm
bracelets are a consideration.
Develop your own style. You don’t have to be a
sheep.

Special Thanks – Peggy Cooper
I would like to thank everyone who donated
desserts to sell at the show this year. You were all
very generous with your donations - bringing
several items in, or bringing something more than
one day. This gave us a great variety of items to
sell. Thanks again! I am not listing the names
because some dropped off the goodies without
signing their name and I don't want to leave anyone
out, so a general thank you to all.
I would also like to thank those who helped in the
"little kitchen", making and wrapping sandwiches,
cutting and wrapping desserts. I could not have
done it without the help of: Bev Ewing, Nell Klas,
Karl Churchill, Billie Ashley, Vijaya
Sethuraman and my Grandaughters, Melissa
and Ashley Cooper who were visiting me during
that time.
Thank You - we worked hard but had a good time!

Website: http://www.cfmsinc.org/
April 10-11, 2010, Mariposa, CA
Mariposa Gem & Mineral Society
Mariposa Co. Fairgrounds
Hwy #49, 1.8 miles South of Mariposa
Hours: 10-4 daily
Mineral Museum (209) 742-7625
Email: mineralmuseum@sti.net Website:
www.thematrixmariposagemmineralclub.info/
April 10-11, 2010, Paradise, CA
Paradise Gem & Mineral Society
Elks Lodge
6309 Clark Road
Hours: Sat 10-5; Sun10-4
Manuel Garcia (530) 877-7324
Email: mmpg@earthlink.net
April 16, 17, 18, 2010, San Jose, CA
Santa Clara Valley Gem & Mineral Society
Santa Clara County Fairgrounds
334 Tully Road
Hours: Fri 9-5, Sat & Sun10-5
Frank Mullaney (408) 265-1422
Email: info@scvgms.org
Website: www.scvgms.org
April 24-25, 2010, Newbury Park, CA
Conejo Gem & Mineral Club Show
Borchard Park Community Center
190 Reno Rd. & Borchard Rd.
Hours: Sat. 9-5 - Sun. 10-4:30
Robert Sankovich (805) 494-7734
Email: rmsorca@adelphia.net
Website: http://www.cgamc.org
April 24-25, 2010, Santa Cruz, CA
Santa Cruz Gem & Mineral Society
Santa Cruz Civic Auditorium
Church St. & Center St. (corner)
Hours: 10-5 daily
Dean Welder (408) 353-2675
Website: www.scmgs.org
April 30 - May 1-2, 2010, Bishop, CA
Lone Pine Gem & Mineral Society
Tri-County Fairgrounds (Robinson Bldg.)
Corner of Sierra St. & Fair Drive
Hours: Fri. 6-9, Sat. 9:40-4, Sun. 10-3
Email: franceem@quet.com

A Big Thank You to those who helped make the
curtains used as dividers between the dealers
tables. Beverly Ewing, Billie Ashley, Sheryl
Cooper
We made it work! Thanks
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May 8-9 2010, Reno, NV
Reno Gem and Mineral Society
Reno Livestock Events Center Exhibit Hall
1350 N. Wells Ave., Reno, NV
Hours: Sat. 10 - 5, Sun. 10-4
Email: ann.johnson@gmail.com
Website: www.renorockhounds.com
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Announcing a new online resource for Rockhounds!
Good day, and thank you for opening this email!
I'm Kris Rowe, a lifelong Rockhound, 30 year lapidary, and recently inducted Member of the Fresno
Gem & Mineral Society. Upon joining FGMS, I volunteered to publish the monthly newsletter, the
Chips.
For over a year, I've been posting occasionally on my personal Blog, R&R Rockhound, http://r-and-rrockhound.blogspot.com/, In addition to posting the exploits of me & my partner, we strive to
promote the hobby of Rockhounding and mineral collecting.
This week, as I worked at connecting with rockhounds throughout California & beyond in promoting
an independent Field Trip this weekend, I decided it was time to make the job easier for every
rockhound.
So, being a Member of other Ning social sites, I launched Rockhound Field Trip Fanatics!,
http://rockhound-field-trips.ning.com/, a full featured social site. With Forums, Groups and all of the
bells and whistles, it's aim is to make promoting, connecting and documenting collecting trips
anywhere in the world as easy as possible. By joining, any Member will be able to announce an
event, RSVP for an event, comment after the event and post pics, videos and trip reports.
Every Member has their own page, and can customize it as they like. Pic & video albums can be
created, and Trip Reports posted on their own Blog. I won't detail all of the features here, but the
communication possibilities are almost limitless.
At present, the only ads on the site are the ones placed by Ning to help pay their bills. There is no
charge to Members for joining or using the site. Please note, this site was started and is
administered by me, and is not an official site of the Fresno Gem & Mineral Society.
All possible measures will be taken to keep Member info as secure as each Member chooses.
Privacy settings are standard features on each Member page.
I hope that you'll visit the site, become a Member and if you like, tell your members about it.
The partic ipation of Rockhounds and geology Field Trip Fanatics will be the determining factor in
its success. As with your local Club or Society, it will be what the Members make it.
If your Club wishes to have it's own Group or Page, that's easy to do, too!
Thank you for your time, and I hope to see you at a Field Trip sometime soon!
Kris Rowe
Admin, Rockhound Field Trip Fanatics!
Member, Fresno Gem & Mineral Society
Blog- R&R Rockhound
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Mineral & Gem Society of Castro Valley (MGSCV)
Membership Application and Information
Membership is good for one calendar year from January 1st through December 31st. Please fill out and
sign the application. Mail the completed form, a check for the dues payable to MGSCV, and a selfaddressed, stamped envelope to - MGSCV, Attn: Membership Chair, P.O. Box 2145, Castro Valley,
CA 94546.
Your membership is active upon receipt of your check and application. It will be processed and
membership cards will be mailed to you within 4 weeks. Your email will be added to the list for the
Petrograph, our newsletter. Your name will be added to the roster in the lobby at the workshop and in the
drawing at the general meetings for cash prizes, if present.
We are a non-profit club whose sole purpose is the education of lapidary arts and geological sciences for
all who are interested. No products produced in the shop can be sold for profit. All members should
have or be familiar with the MGSCV Handbook. A copy is available for review in the club's lobby or one
can be emailed to you by sending a request to info@mgscv.org.
Before any member may operate any equipment or take any class they must have completed an
orientation and their first cabochon. To schedule an orientation send an email to
WorkShopManager@mgscv.org with your name, phone number, and a good time to call you. During
the orientation you will learn about the club and get a tour of the workshop. Monday evenings are
reserved for beginners only.
Membership dues cover less than 10% of our annual operating costs. It is our annual show that funds the
club, workshop and all activities. A requirement of membership is that every member must work at
the show for a minimum of 4 hours. The show is always held the first full weekend of March, so mark
your calendars. The show is fun to work and is the reason we have the best workshop/club in Northern
California. Shop services such as rock sawing, casting, special classes (faceting, wire wrap, metal work,
etc.) will not be available to members who do not work at the show.
Membership Chairperson
Type of Membership(s): (check all that apply)
_____ new membership
_____ renewal membership
____ Single - $35 ____ Couple - $60 ____ Junior (11-17 with adult) - $1 _____ Junior (11-17 without adult) - $5
_____ Associate - $17.50 (former member living more than 100 miles away)
_____ Lifetime (voted in by the board)
After July 1st all dues are ½ for new membership.

Name(s) (Please print all the names.)
Adults: ______________________________________________________________________________
Juniors: _____________________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________
City: ______________________ State: _____ Zip: _________ Phone Number: ___________________
E-mail Address:_______________________________________________________________________
(Our monthly newsletter, the Petrograph, will be emailed to this address.)
Occupational Skills: ___________________________________________________________________
(Sometimes we are in need of advice and\or help in regards to electrical, plumbing, mechanical, clerical or other skills.)
Confidentiality: (check all that apply)
_____ I do not want my address printed in the roster at the shop.
_____ I do not want my phone number printed in the roster at the shop.
_____ I do not want my email address printed in the roster at the shop.
I agree with the By-laws and rules of the Mineral & Gem Society of Castro Valley (MGSCV).
Members Signatures: __________________________________________________________________
Mail to – MGSCV, Attn: Membership Chair, P.O. Box 2145, Castro Valley, CA 94546
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Shop Schedule (For members only)
Monday

10AM to 1PM, Lapidary
7PM to 9PM, Beginners only in lapidary
Tuesday
Need Daytime Supervisor
6:30PM to 8:30PM, Lapidary
Wednesday 9AM to 1:30PM, Lapidary, intarsia & beading.
Library open 10AM to noon.
6PM to 9PM, Lapidary
Thursday
10AM to 1PM, Lapidary
4PM to 9PM, Lapidary
Friday
Need Daytime and Night Supervisors!
Temporarily closed
Saturday
9AM to 5PM, juniors, adults
w/supervisor’s approval
Library open 10AM to noon.
Sunday
Need Daytime and Night Supervisors!
Temporarily closed

Our shop: 20948 A Corsair Blvd
Hayward, CA 94545
(510) 887-9007

We are in need of Shop Supervisors for Tuesday
Day and Friday Day and Night.
If interested, please see Beth!
Website: www.mgscv.org

Email us at info@mgscv.org

Mt. Eden Presbyterian Church
26236 Adrian Ave, Hayward
General meetings held here the 2nd Wed. of
Our
shop:
20948
A Corsair
Blvd
every
month
at 7:30pm,
except
in July &
Hayward, August.
CA 94545

(510) 887-9007
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Mt. Eden Presbyterian Church
26236 Adrian Ave, Hayward
General meetings held here every month at
7:30pm, except in July & August.

