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Monthly Bulletin of the Mineral & Gem Society of Castro Valley

May 2010
General Meeting:

Wednesday May 12, 7:30 P.M. at Mt. Eden Presbyterian
Church, 26236 Adrian Ave, Hayward (Next to Chabot
College, behind Burger King). See map on back cover.

May Refreshments: I - Q

 Rock Rumbles

 Education

New Members: Unless otherwise stated, General
Meetings are on the second Wednesday of the month at
the church at 7:30 p.m. You are invited and encouraged to
attend! There is a silent action and door prizes at every
meeting.


 An Article About the Club
EVERY Member Should Read
 Announcing a new online
resource for Rockhounds!
 2010 Faceting Boot Camp
 Upcoming Shows & Events
 Spider Mine Field Trip

Next Board Meeting:

Monday, May 10, 7:00 p.m. at the shop.

•

 Clean-up Crew

 Metalsmithing: Do You Have
A Sign – Metalsmithing
Signatures

Program:
•

In This Issue:

We Need a Sunday Supervisor, consider
volunteering for 4 hours.
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 Membership Application
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MINERAL AND GEM SOCIETY OF CASTRO VALLEY, INC. PETROGRAPH
This is the bulletin of the Mineral and Gem Society of Castro Valley, Inc., a member of the
California Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc., the American Federation of Mineralogical
Societies and the North Bay Field Trip Association.

Bulletin Policy
Submission deadline is the second Friday following the General Meeting (normally the second
Wednesday of the month). Anonymous contributions will not be considered for publication in the
Petrograph; however, if requested, the contributor’s name will be withheld from the published
material. Members are encouraged to submit articles of various types that may be of interest to
the general membership. The editor reserves the right to omit submissions from publication.
Proper credit must be cited for material from any other source. Permission to reprint
Petrograph articles is hereby granted provided all credit is given.
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CLEAN-UP CREW– Shirley Buschke
Great crew showed up on cleanup day April 17.
Lots of newer members were on the job. The
following showed up: Randy Jay R., Mark
Montgomery, MT McBryde, Annemarie
Korchendorf, DeGraf, Betty Milam, Norm
Hodgins, Michelle Bennet, Lyle Scott, Sud
Nishimoto, Mary lens, Johnny Kechan, Mary
Howell, Lyal A., Diane Cahoon, Paul Kenny,
Maggie Naylor, Jodi Minshell, Elizabeth
Bennette, John Gullak, Cheryl Gullak, Pam
Ammus, Beth Farmer, Victor Arca, Wilburt and
William Mayo. If your name is not here, you forgot
to sign in. And if it is spelled wrong, it’s because I
could not read your writing. Anyway, thanks are
due too these do-gooders. I did not get the names
of the ones who cleaned the saws earlier in the
week.
Workers enjoyed a quick lunch and were through
shortly after noon. The shop looked shiny and clean
for the open house on Sunday. Lots of swapping
took place and lots of good food. Dianne Cahoon
brought her husband’s great beans and someone
brought oriental steam buns. Very tasty. potato
salad, ambrosia, carrot cake, carrot salad, and lots
of other goodies. Rockhounds are sure
chowhounds. Who brought those buns? And some
one brought bean chips that were delicious. Where
did they come from?
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Rock
Rumbles
–Shirley Buschke

May 2010

Lots of excitement at the Santa Clara Gem show
the same day as our open house. Seems a female
thought she would go for some free samples. Cops
figure she had about $3,000 of goodies in her bag.
The pile was quite high when poured out on the
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Rock Rumbles (continued)
table. She kept crying and saying it was her first
time and she did not want to go to jail. Dealers were
invited by the police to identify their stuff. Ed Rigor
said they were not victims this time. The show was
in a different building this year. Doc Buschke and I
exhibited as did Bonnie Andrade. There was some
beautiful ocean jasper displayed although I think
Larry Ham’s stuff is more beautiful. Lots of
activities for kids at the show and they had lots of
space for their activities. There were lots of scouts
and leaders there. Future rock hounds, we hope.
We do not have the space at our show to copy their
ideas.
We had a very friendly meeting April 14 but we had
technical difficulties so no program. We should be
treated to pictures of our show at another meeting.
World travelers Niki and Carl Churchill are trying
to out do Beth Farmer. They just returned from an
ocean voyage to and from Hawaii. They sent us
some great pictures. Even spent a night on the
Queen Mary before sailing for Hawaii. And Bill
Luna and friend are off to Hawaii also. They will fly.
Don’t forget the Alameda County Fair is coming up.
There is information on the fair on the bulletin
board. This is a good opportunity to show off the
things we make at the shop. Entry is only $2.50.
Last year Doc, Shirley and Dianne Cahoon won
ribbons as did our club case.
Beth showed us the results of improper use of
equipment at the shop during our recent meeting.
Please, if you see someone misusing equipment or
some one who does not know how to use the
machinery, interrupt your work and help them to get
it right. Those wheels Beth showed us from the
genie cost hundreds of dollars. Remember,
because of added costs at our new site, our show
did not make as much money as usual. Hopefully
we won’t have to shut down some of the machinery
because of carelessness or ignorance. It is every
one’s responsibility to help each other.
Prices have been raised on investing (lost wax
casting). Also the price on gold plating starts at
$2.00 per piece. If gold keeps going up, who knows
how high the charge will be. With wear and tear on
faceting wheels, I would like to see a minimum
charge here. The deposit on the “thing a ma jig” I
can’t remember the name is returned. It is only fair.
We charge for cutting. Yes, you should be paying if
you use other than the trim saw. And put trimmings
in the box for tumbling to be used at the spinning
wheel. There is a grid on the wall near the big saw
so you can figure the prices. Give money to shop
boss or put in safe with a note.
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Since the new year has started we have visited and
talked to about 225 kids. Alvarado Elementary and
Milani classes had been to our show and were very
impressed. One boy said his mom took him back
Saturday and Sunday.
On Saturday the 24th we said goodbye to John
Gullak’s daughter Cheryl who is returning to her
home in Canada. She came when her dad was so
ill and stayed longer than usual. Her usual visit is at
show time when she combines her visit with
working on our show. She said she only finished
one piece of jewelry this time, so she will have to
come back.
At this writing many of us are looking forward to a
visit to Valley springs and praying for good weather.
The show is May 7,8 and 9. We have seen all kinds
of weather in that cow pasture, from boiling hot sun
to mud so bad cars had to be towed out by tractor.
If you go, follow Larry Ham. He seems to know
where all the good stuff is, also plan on having a
piece of pie from the church group.
I goofed. We have a new wire wrap instructor,
Brianna Miller, Tom’s granddaughter. Glad she
paid attention to him. And on Wednesday
afternoons, Jamie McDonald also teaches wire
wrap.
Our auction case is awfully empty. There stands
Doc’s turquoise tree, a donation of cut jade for
earrings and a natural faceted stone.
More donations from Annemarie Korchendorf—
Willy’s stuff and we know all of his things were first
class. Check at the store, there are gravers.
Several slabs from Doc Buschke’s collection for
the intarsia he never got around to will be either
silent auction or door prices.
New maps of the Hayward fault are out. They
extend parts and eliminate others hoping to be
more accurate in their predictions. Hit the Internet to
find out more. Google should have the latest maps.
The earthquake faults are color coded to indicate
activity. There is other data on age of alluvial
deposits to help determine if the soil is subject to
liquefaction. The geological map replaces a 1977
edition and the fault map was last up dated in 1994,
check the web site, www.conservation.ca.gov.egs/
New member M.T. McBride had so much fun
starting his first stone that he came in three days in
a row to finish it and start on his second. And we
have another pair of new members, proudly in their
nineties, who decided it was finally time to
investigate their interest. Carol and Earl Bauer
come from the Masonic Home in Union City. And
she likes to make goodies. Her recent contribution
was hand-dipped chocolates. Ummmm.
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Rock Rumbles (continued)
Mary Lens came in without her grandson to set a
head start on lost wax, she’s afraid that grandson
will get ahead of her.

Metalsmithing: Do You Have a Sign?
-Jane Panico

Most artists when they create a piece of jewelry
make a specific marking(s) or stamping on the
back. Do you consider your jewelry creation a piece
of art? If you do, then you might want to consider
signing your piece just like a painter would the
canvas.
When I first started to think about how to sign my
pieces I really didn’t want to mark it with my name.
A lot of jeweler’s do, because it’s best to be known
by your name versus your business name. The
reasoning behind that is that you want people to
remember you… specifically. As a piece gets
passed down in your family wouldn’t you want it to
be a signed treasure from yourself; something that
could very well be a family heirloom in years to
come?
Since I really didn’t like putting my name on my
item, I had also thought about using my initials, but
wondered how many JP there were out there. I
have seen quite a few over the years, especially in
Native American Jewelry. So, with those two
thoughts I started to think what else I could I do that
would be unique. I thought I would be able to buy a
metal stamp(s) to have my special mark. Metal
stamps come in many different types: letters,
numbers, and symbols. They are usually used on
the front piece of the jewelry, and are more
commonly found in Native American jewelry. Metal
stamps are similar to nails, but one end has the
design engraved in it and the other end is the end
you hit with the hammer to make the mark. I
thought about this for a while, and started to wonder
if I would ever not be satisfied with those stamps
that I used. What if I wanted to change my mark
down the road? Would I then over the course of my
life have 3 or more stamps that would mark my
creations?
I put a lot of thought into this and I have resigned
myself to actually signing the piece and using a
mark (which I have yet to buy). I sometimes date
the item as well with a month and year depending
on the size of the area I am signing. I use an
electronic engraver that works like a pencil, but has
a metal tip that vibrates to etch in what you write.
When I settle on a symbol stamp the back of my
piece will have my name, perhaps a date, the
symbol stamp, and the metal marking stamp (.925,
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14K). The metal marking stamp is just like the metal
symbol stamps and are used in the same manner.
“U.S. law states that all objects marked "sterling,"
"925" or "925/1000" MUST contain no less than
92.5% fine silver (Source: www.silversmithing.com).
With this law in mind, if it’s not silver (.999) or
sterling (.925) do not stamp it.
What if you are making a beaded necklace and it
doesn’t have a metal area to stamp or sign? The
common method for marking jewelry like that is
using a metal tag. Metal tags can be purchased
through most suppliers in various different metals.
They come blank, and allow you to stamp it and
then attach to the item with a jump ring. Now most
of these tags are not large, so you must sign very
small. Could this be a problem since the signature
is now micro-sized? The solution: There is a stamp
company that makes custom stamps with what ever
symbol, letters and or numbers you wish. These
stamps range in cost due to how many spaces you
use but if you work on a lot of small items this might
be a great option. These come in a variety of
metals such as plated base metals and sterling.
(Microstamp, Tel. (800) 243-3543, Fax.(818)7939491 2770, E. Walnut St. Pasadena, Ca. 91107)
In any event, if you make jewelry, you might want to
give some thought into if you want to mark your
piece and how you will you go about it.

EDUCATION

-Shirley Buschke

We keep hoping for a soldering instructor. We have
enough sign up for opal class so we will check on
Ed Rigor’s schedule and health. Both Ed and Bill
Jeans have been most generous in donating much
of the cost back to the club. Opal class cost $35
and wire wrap $10.. There is a $10 charge for
soldering. This helps pay for the gas. Please, you
will only learn how to turn on the torch, turn it off
and do basic soldering. If you want silver, you pay
for it. Beading classes meet on Wednesday
morning. No charge unless you copy (10 cents) a
pattern. We are a pay as you go club.
Diane Cahoon took over and taught a lost wax
beginner’s group recently. These classes are held
Wednesday or Saturday morning. Check with John
Gullak, Jim Ewing or Bill West for faceting.
Carving, check with Doc Buschke and we have a
couple others who are getting good enough to get
you started. Sub, Beth and Ken Panico are
progressing nicely and we have a set up to keep
the dust down. Mary Jane Holmes has also started
carving.
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An Article About the Club EVERY
Member Should Read
The MGSCV is a non-profit educational society.
Our primary purpose is to educate members and
the interested public about the lapidary arts and/or
geological sciences. Without a non-profit status our
club could not exist - we would not be able to afford
to operate.
When the club was established in 1948 we entered
into an agreement with the State and IRS. Our
"Articles of Incorporation" and "By Laws" were
established to give the club grounds for operating
as the non-profit. The Articles of Incorporation state
on line 29: "This corporation is not formed for the
profit and does not contemplate pecuniary gain or
profit to the members thereof. It's works, purposes
and objects are purely social, scientific, educational
and recreational, and solely in the interest of the
advancement of its members along social,
scientific, educational and recreational lines."
Those lines just in the Articles of Incorporation
pretty much say that anything you make at the
club cannot be sold for your personal profit.
That entails anything that you do at the club should
not privately benefit you. If you joined the club to
make items to sell full time or even on the side,
using the club's equipment, you might want to
rethink that choice. This applies to all of us, even
those that do a lot of work to keep the show and
shop successful.
Per the Bylaws, Section 6, as written the
"Membership Manuel" - “Should the conduct of
any member be such as to be considered
detrimental to the welfare of the society, such
member may be expelled by a majority vote of the
Board of Directors. Improper use of the shop
equipment or use of the shop and equipment for
commercial purposes (for profit), may be
considered sufficient reason for revocation of
membership or revocation of shop privileges”.
If you see a member selling items or doing
something that you question you should report it to
the current president or any board member.

Announcing a new online resource
for Rockhounds! –Kris Rowe

For over a year, I've been posting occasionally on
my personal Blog, R&R Rockhound.
In addition to posting the exploits of me & my
partner, we strive to promote the hobby of
Rockhounding and mineral collecting.
This week, as I worked at connecting with
rockhounds throughout California & beyond in
promoting an independent Field Trip this weekend, I
decided it was time to make the job easier for every
rockhound.
So, being a Member of other Ning social sites, I
launched Rockhound Field Trip Fanatics!, a full
featured social site.
With Forums, Groups and all of the bells and
whistles, its aim is to make promoting, connecting
and documenting collecting trips anywhere in the
world as easy as possible.
By joining, any Member will be able to announce an
event, RSVP for an event, comment after the event
and post pics, videos and trip reports.
Every Member has their own page, and can
customize it as they like. Pic & video albums can be
created, and Trip Reports posted on their own Blog.
I won't detail all of the features here, but the
communication possibilities are almost limitless.
At present, the only ads on the site are the ones
placed by Ning to help pay their bills. There is no
charge to Members for joining or using the site.
Please note, this site was started and is
administered by me, and is not an official site of
the Fresno Gem & Mineral Society.
All possible measures will be taken to keep Member
info as secure as each Member chooses. Privacy
settings are standard features on each Member
page.
I hope that you'll visit the site, become a Member
and if you like, tell your members about it.
The participation of Rockhounds and geology Field
Trip Fanatics will be the determining factor in its
success. As with your local Club or Society, it will
be what the Members make it.
If your Club wishes to have it's own Group or Page,
that's easy to do, too!
Thank you for your time, and I hope to see you at a
Field Trip sometime soon!
Admin, Rockhound Field Trip Fanatics!

I'm Kris Rowe, a lifelong Rockhound, 30-year
lapidary, and recently inducted Member of the
Fresno Gem & Mineral Society. Upon joining
FGMS, I volunteered to publish the monthly
newsletter, the Chips.

Member, Fresno Gem & Mineral Society
Blog- R&R Rockhound
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2010 Faceting Boot Camp
I want to announce to your group the 2010 Faceting
Boot Camp hosted by John Bailey at Klamath Falls,
Oregon July 8-13.
If you or any member of your organization would
like to attend an intensive, six-day, beginner-tointermediate faceting training covering a
professional range of subject matter in a
professional manner, details for interested faceters
or will-be-faceters are available at:
www.gemstoneartist.com/bootcamp.asp
I will provide a quantity of rough, my well-known
polish, an exclusive 150-page manual and
reference with dozens of designs - and a
guaranteed good time.
If you have other questions, please ask. This is the
only announcement about this event that I will send
to your organization.

UPCOMING EVENTS & SHOWS
Website: http://www.cfmsinc.org/
May 8-9 2010, Reno, NV
Reno Gem and Mineral Society
Reno Livestock Events Center Exhibit Hall
1350 N. Wells Ave., Reno, NV
Hours: Sat. 10 - 5, Sun. 10-4
Website: www.renorockhounds.com
May 14, 15, & 16 2010, Anderson, CA
Superior-Cal Gem and Mineral Society
Shasta Fairgrounds
1890 Briggs St.
Hours: Fri. 10-5; Sat. 9 - 5; Sun. 10-4
May 15-16 2010, Yucaipa, CA
Yucaipa Valley Gem & Mineral Society
Yucaipa Community Center
34900 Oak Glen Road
Hours: Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4
Website: www.yvgms.org
June 4-6 2010, Woodland Hills, CA
Rockatomics Gem and Mineral Society
Pierce College
6201 Winnetka Ave., Woodland Hills
Hours: 9 - 5
Website: Rockatomics.org
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Mineral & Gem Society of Castro Valley (MGSCV)
Membership Application and Information
Membership is good for one calendar year from January 1st through December 31st. Please fill out and
sign the application. Mail the completed form, a check for the dues payable to MGSCV, and a selfaddressed, stamped envelope to - MGSCV, Attn: Membership Chair, P.O. Box 2145, Castro Valley,
CA 94546.
Your membership is active upon receipt of your check and application. It will be processed and
membership cards will be mailed to you within 4 weeks. Your email will be added to the list for the
Petrograph, our newsletter. Your name will be added to the roster in the lobby at the workshop and in the
drawing at the general meetings for cash prizes, if present.
We are a non-profit club whose sole purpose is the education of lapidary arts and geological sciences for
all who are interested. No products produced in the shop can be sold for profit. All members should
have or be familiar with the MGSCV Handbook. A copy is available for review in the club's lobby or one
can be emailed to you by sending a request to info@mgscv.org.
Before any member may operate any equipment or take any class they must have completed an
orientation and their first cabochon. To schedule an orientation send an email to
WorkShopManager@mgscv.org with your name, phone number, and a good time to call you. During
the orientation you will learn about the club and get a tour of the workshop. Monday evenings are
reserved for beginners only.
Membership dues cover less than 10% of our annual operating costs. It is our annual show that funds the
club, workshop and all activities. A requirement of membership is that every member must work at
the show for a minimum of 4 hours. The show is always held the first full weekend of March, so mark
your calendars. The show is fun to work and is the reason we have the best workshop/club in Northern
California. Shop services such as rock sawing, casting, special classes (faceting, wire wrap, metal work,
etc.) will not be available to members who do not work at the show.
Membership Chairperson
Type of Membership(s): (check all that apply)
_____ new membership
_____ renewal membership
____ Single - $35 ____ Couple - $60 ____ Junior (11-17 with adult) - $1 _____ Junior (11-17 without adult) - $5
_____ Associate - $17.50 (former member living more than 100 miles away)
_____ Lifetime (voted in by the board)
After July 1st all dues are ½ for new membership.

Name(s) (Please print all the names.)
Adults: ______________________________________________________________________________
Juniors: _____________________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________
City: ______________________ State: _____ Zip: _________ Phone Number: ___________________
E-mail Address:_______________________________________________________________________
(Our monthly newsletter, the Petrograph, will be emailed to this address.)
Occupational Skills: ___________________________________________________________________
(Sometimes we are in need of advice and\or help in regards to electrical, plumbing, mechanical, clerical or other skills.)
Confidentiality: (check all that apply)
_____ I do not want my address printed in the roster at the shop.
_____ I do not want my phone number printed in the roster at the shop.
_____ I do not want my email address printed in the roster at the shop.
I agree with the By-laws and rules of the Mineral & Gem Society of Castro Valley (MGSCV).
Members Signatures: __________________________________________________________________
Mail to – MGSCV, Attn: Membership Chair, P.O. Box 2145, Castro Valley, CA 94546
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Shop Schedule (For members only)
Monday

10AM to 1PM, Lapidary
7PM to 9PM, Beginners only in lapidary
Tuesday
Need Daytime Supervisor
6:30PM to 8:30PM, Lapidary
Wednesday 9AM to 1:30PM, Lapidary, intarsia & beading.
Library open 10AM to noon.
6PM to 9PM, Lapidary
Thursday
10AM to 1PM, Lapidary
4PM to 9PM, Lapidary
Friday
Need Daytime and Night Supervisors!
Temporarily closed
Saturday
9AM to 5PM, juniors, adults
w/supervisor’s approval
Library open 10AM to noon.
Sunday
Need Daytime and Night Supervisors!
Temporarily closed

Our shop: 20948 A Corsair Blvd
Hayward, CA 94545
(510) 887-9007

We are in need of Shop Supervisors for Tuesday
Day and Friday Day and Night.
If interested, please see Beth!
Website: www.mgscv.org

Email us at info@mgscv.org

Mt. Eden Presbyterian Church
26236 Adrian Ave, Hayward
General meetings held here the 2nd Wed. of
Our
shop:
20948
A Corsair
Blvd
every
month
at 7:30pm,
except
in July &
Hayward, August.
CA 94545

(510) 887-9007
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Mt. Eden Presbyterian Church
26236 Adrian Ave, Hayward
General meetings held here every month at
7:30pm, except in July & August.

