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Monthly Bulletin of the Mineral & Gem Society of Castro Valley

June 2010
General Meeting:

Wednesday June 9, 7:30 P.M. at Mt. Eden Presbyterian
Church, 26236 Adrian Ave, Hayward (Next to Chabot
College, behind Burger King). See map on back cover.

 April Minutes
 May Minutes

Program:
•

In This Issue:

June Refreshments: No Food Please…

Dolores Barnes has received permission from Mt. Eden Presbyterian
Church to hold our June monthly meeting on the second Wednesday
(same as always) June 9th. The church's graduation will be held in the
room we normally meet in, but we have been given permission to meet in
the sanctuary that night - as long as no food is brought into the
church.

 Trends
 Rock Rumbles
 2010 Faceting Boot Camp

New Members: Unless otherwise stated, General
Meetings are on the second Wednesday of the month at

the church at 7:30 p.m. You are invited and encouraged to
attend! There is a silent action and door prizes at every
meeting.

Next Board Meeting:

Monday, June 7, 7:00 p.m. at the shop.

Shop will be closed Tuesday, June 8

•

We Need a Sunday Supervisor, consider
volunteering for 4 hours.
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 Upcoming Shows & Events
 Spider Mine Field Trip
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MINERAL AND GEM SOCIETY OF CASTRO VALLEY, INC. PETROGRAPH
This is the bulletin of the Mineral and Gem Society of Castro Valley, Inc., a member of the
California Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc., the American Federation of Mineralogical
Societies and the North Bay Field Trip Association.

Bulletin Policy
Submission deadline is the second Friday following the General Meeting (normally the second
Wednesday of the month). Anonymous contributions will not be considered for publication in the
Petrograph; however, if requested, the contributor’s name will be withheld from the published
material. Members are encouraged to submit articles of various types that may be of interest to
the general membership. The editor reserves the right to omit submissions from publication.
Proper credit must be cited for material from any other source. Permission to reprint
Petrograph articles is hereby granted provided all credit is given.

Publication Staff
Typists: Shirley Buschke, Sheryl Cooper and Google
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April General Meeting
President Ron Miller called the meeting to order at
7:35 pm. We had one guest, Alberto Lens and 24
members present.
March Meeting Minutes:
Betty Milam moved to accept the March minutes
as printed. Mark Montgomery seconded the
motion, it was unanimously carried.
Program Chairman: Karl Churchill
Due to a technical problem there was no program
this month. We will try again at a later date.
Shop Manager: Beth Farmer
Two genie machines have been repaired and some
wheels have been replaced on others. There was
one wheel that was badly damaged. There was
literally a hole in one spot in the middle of the
wheel. These wheels cost $120 each. The shop has
5 genie machines with 6 wheels on each. The cost
adds up quickly. If you see anyone abusing the
equipment, please inform the shop supervisor so
they may resolve the problem before equipment is
damaged.
Librarian: Mary Howell
The book sale at our show this year made $100 and
she has spent it all plus some for us. The library
now owns the book “Agates 2” by Zenz. This is a
beautiful book on agates that weighs about 8lbs.
make sure you stop by and take a look at it. Betty
Milam donated “Rocks & Minerals” for the kid’s
area. Don Erickson donated a copy of “Rock and
Gem” sponsored by Smithsonian. We got a copy of
“Hidden Beauty” by Stenneti with photos of rocks.
Les DeGroff donated a whole bag of books. Mary
decided to place 11 of the books in the library. 2 on
Indian art, 4 on geology, 3 on fossils, 1 on maps of
the San Francisco flatlands, and 1 on beading and
weaving. The others will be sold at the open house.
Membership: Tony Cooper
We have a total of 164 members. He will be
sending out an email reminder to members who
have not renewed. It will have a copy of the
application attached and a link to the application on
our website for your convenience.
Junior Mentor: Mark Montgomery
Johnny and a few other juniors coming in.

Education: Shirley Buschke
She hopes the classes get back normal now that
our show is over. There is an interest in an opal
class. Classes are posted on the faceting room
door. If you sign up for a class, please contact the
instructor to set up a start date. Please show up to
the class when you are scheduled to. It is not fair to
the instructor if you do not show up.
New Business/Announcements:
Shop cleanup is Saturday April 17th and the Open
House is Sunday April 18th with a potluck and items
for sale
Our show – We had fewer dealers and less
admissions with more expenses. For it being our
first year at this venue we did a great job and we
learned a lot for next year. Even though we heard
plenty of complaints at the start of the show, by the
end the dealers were pleased. Many of them did
better than they had in prior years. The feedback on
the fluorescent display has been amazing. It was
the largest display west of the Mississippi. John
Christian belongs to NCGS and they are having a
field trip on April 25 to Mammoth Rocks and talking
about the geology of the Sonoma Coast.
Information was passed out to anyone that was
interested in going. He will let us know when other
field trips happen that we may be interested in.
Shirley Buschke says we need people to visit
schools. She and Doc get requests but they cannot
visit all of them and would like some help. They
have a script ready and will work with you. We
discussed putting together a display case/box with
samples and information that could be stored at the
shop.
There are still some lockers available upstairs at the
shop. The cost is $5 for the year.
Drawing Winners:
Membership Drawing: Vern McCullough was not
present.
Guest Tickets: Alberto Lens
Members Tickets: Shirley Buschke, Beth Farmer,
Mark Montgomery, Betty Milam, Michelle
Bennette, Dave Howell, Mike McBride, Ann
Vargas, Mary Howell, Delores Barnes, Karl
Churchill, Cynthia Allen, and Dan Gilson.
The next general meeting will be May 12th at
7:30pm.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm.

Field Trip Coordinator\Federation: Ron
Hasemeyer
They are being published in the Petrograph. They
are also in the binder at the shop.
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May Board Meeting

Drawing Winners:

There was no quorum present for the May Board
Meeting.
Ron Miller announced he will not be able to hold a
board position next year.
It was suggested that the society purchase a
projector. It was agreed to look into it.

Membership Drawing: Diana Alves was not
present.
Members Tickets: Delores Barnes, Mary Howell,
Peggy Cooper, Anthony Weiss, Mark
Montgomery, Doc Buschke, Geoffrey Hubbs,
Paul Kenny, Betty Milam, Ann Vargas, Shirley
Buschke, and Cynthia Allen
Program for tonight:

May General Meeting
President Ron Miller called the meeting to order at
7:40 pm. We had one guest, Sue Meyer and 25
members present.
Ron welcomed the new members and guest in
attendance. Lisa Lafferty, Geoffrey and Meega
Hubbs, Sally Gabaldon, Chuck and Sue Meyer. It
was good to see new faces at the meeting.
Librarian: Mary Howell
The library is still there and very popular. Shirley
Buschke donated 5 books for the children's area.
Membership: Tony Cooper
We have a total of 173 members. This includes 1
associate, 18 juniors, 31 lifetime and 123 regular
members.

Ron Miller showed us pictures he had taken. First
up was the Los Altos show. We recognized several
vendors from our show and a few members also.
Next was at Fort Mason in San Francisco. There
was a display of miniature architectural buildings
made from wood, onyx, metal, and more. There
were a few pictures of the group Ron belongs who
packages and mails items to our troops in the
armed services. Some pictures of where he works
and where his daughter works. Then San Juan
Bautista and the “Rocks” shop in Barstow. Next we
see pictures from the Tucson Gem & Mineral Show.
It is several shows running at the same time and
back to back. It runs from the end of January to mid
February. We saw huge crystals, spheres, tables,
fossils, slabs and more. After that there was the
Turlock show, Snyder Ranch and the Palomares
exhibit.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm.

Junior Mentor: Mark Montgomery
The juniors are enjoying themselves.
Field Trip Coordinator\Federation: Ron
Hasemeyer
They are being published in the Petrograph and are
also in the binder at the shop.
Education: Shirley Buschke

TRENDS

–Shirley Buschke

June 2010

She is still looking for a beginning soldering
teacher. Shirley is doing lost wax on Wednesday
and Saturday mornings. Diana Cohoon is helping
her with it. John Gullak is teaching faceting on
Saturday mornings. Bill West is teaching faceting
on Monday nights. Bill Jeans is doing wire wrap.
Betty Milam is doing enameling. See Doc
Buschke if you are interested in wire trees. Several
people are now doing carving.
Announcements:
May 21 is the Science Fair at Palomares School in
Castro Valley. There are about 1,000 kids that
come through the fair from all over Castro Valley.
Alameda County Fair is coming. Exhibits are
needed. Information is at the shop. They provide
cases. You need to label your items.
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The economy is drab so designers have decided to
emphasize size and quantity. The more bulky the
bracelets the better. And necklaces with large, wellplaced stones are the latest fad. Designs are fluid,
chandelier earrings are back, lots of chains, big
stone rings and many necklaces with just one large
carved piece. Many necklines are asymmetrical so
attention is placed on neck ware.
High-end jewelers continue to stress the use of
colored stones, cultured pearls, turquoise, corals,
gold chains, quartz, sunstones, raw crystals and
even hematite. To keep the price down some have
gone for stones set in copper. Some pieces have
been made to be used in more than one way. Long
chains can circle the throat more than once or
become a multilayered bracelet or even become
belt.
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samples which Jim Eweing and John Gullak are
evaluating and the pieces will be available for
members.

Rock
Rumbles
–Shirley Buschke

June 2010

Hey you juniors. See if you can match this record.
Most of us won’t be around to check on you. We
have several loyal members who have been with us
and working for over fifty, yes fifty years. They
include Annemarie Korchendorf, Bill Huberich,
Harvey and Carl Klein, the Pasquinis, Ed and
Pat Rigor, Horace Robertson, Jamie McDonald,
Jim and Bev Eweing, Dic and Clara Minor and
John Gullak. They joined in the 1970’s. And to
think except for the minors, they are all still active.
Bill and the minors have donated lots of stuff and
we know how helpful the others are.
Family problems caused our program chairman to
miss our May meeting but Prez Ron came to our
rescue. Mary Jane Holmes brought her computer
and Ron showed great pictures of last year’s show,
Tucson, the Los Gatos show and scenes from
Valley Springs, (Snyder’s Ranch) and the Turlock
show. You missed a great show if you were not
there. Doc Buschke had tears in his eyes watching
the Tucson show. Valley Springs weather this year
was ideal. And the pies were as good as ever.
Wonderful to see several new members at the
meeting. Lisa Laffery likes rocks and has gone on
field trips with the kids, joking that she went
because it was free. We are glad she has joined
us.. Geoffry Hubbs went to our show and was so
impressed he bought a genie and now needs to
learn how to use it. His wife Meega is from
Mongolia and she too, is eager to learn. Sally
Gabaldon learned silversmithing at adult school
some years ago, attended the Newark show and
thought she would like to join us. She loves to string
beads. Chuck Meyer is a retread. He inherited lots
of rocks from an uncle and figured he really ought
to put them to use.
One of our juniors, Joshua Dickey, has won a
prestigious opportunity. Although not even in high
school yet, he has been invited to join a business
program for youth at UC Berkeley. He will attend
weekly sessions starting in the fall.
Thank you Lorraine Cordon for your contribution of
faceting patterns and material. She brought the
material to us at our recent show. We placed the
polished jade for earrings and the faceted stone in
the auction case. She also donated faceting
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Jim Eweing and his wife just returned from a short
visit to Las Vegas. No report on wins or losses, but
they report they enjoyed themselves. And Bill Luna
is off again this time to Hawaii. I think he took his
daughter along. And our world traveler Beth
Farmer is off again. This time to a huge flower
show in England. The friend going with her may be
a judge. Then on to Berlin because she has never
been there, and a motor trip through parts of
England she had previously missed. Hope the
Iceland volcano doesn’t spoil the trip.
We have another member working on a master’s
degree at Cal State Hayward (of the East Bay). We
haven’t seen him at the shop for years but he is still
a member. Ryan Rey is working on the score for
another movie. Guess this keeps him too busy to do
any lapidary.
We had a great birthday cake at our May meeting. If
you didn’t want cake, George Kazuakura, Betty
Milam, Doc Buschke and Cheryl Cooper brought
other goodies. Thank you Ann Vargas and Dan
Gilson for making the coffee, setting up plates etc.
It is Dolores Barnes who prepares the meeting
room. Still at the church but we may be in another
room in June. It’s graduation time at the church.

2010 Faceting Boot Camp
I want to announce to your group the 2010 Faceting
Boot Camp hosted by John Bailey at Klamath Falls,
Oregon July 8-13.
If you or any member of your organization would
like to attend an intensive, six-day, beginner-tointermediate faceting training covering a
professional range of subject matter in a
professional manner, details for interested faceters
or will-be-faceters are available at:
www.gemstoneartist.com/bootcamp.asp
I will provide a quantity of rough, my well-known
polish, an exclusive 150-page manual and
reference with dozens of designs - and a
guaranteed good time.
If you have other questions, please ask. This is the
only announcement about this event that I will send
to your organization.
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UPCOMING EVENTS & SHOWS
Website: http://www.cfmsinc.org/
June 4-6 2010, Woodland Hills, CA
Rockatomics Gem and Mineral Society
Pierce College
6201 Winnetka Ave., Woodland Hills
Hours: 9 - 5
Website: Rockatomics.org
June 18-20 2010, Whittier, CA
AFMS/CFMS Show and Convention
North Orange County Gem and Mineral Society
So. CA University of Health Sciences Campus
16200 E. Amber Valley Rd., Whittier CA
Hours: 10-5 daily
Website: www.nocgms.com
August 7 & 8 2010, San Francisco, CA
San Francisco Gem & Mineral Society
San Francisco Co. Fair Bldg. (Hall of Flowers)
9th Ave. & Lincoln Way, Golden Gate Park
Hours: Sat 10-6 Sun 10-5
Website: www.sfgms.org
September 3-6 2010, Fort Bragg, CA
Mendocino Coast Gem & Mineral Society
Town Hall
Corner of Main & Laurel
Hours: Fri-Sun 10-6 - Mon 10-4
Don McDonell (707) 964-3116
Email: ejwebb@mcn.org

Alexandrite – Stone Viewer (Google)
Alexandrite is a variety of Chrysoberyl that can
change its color depending on the illumination.
Alexandrite has a green coloring during the daylight
and becomes violet-red when exposed to artificial
lighting. This peculiarity of the stone was first
noticed by Finnish mineralogist N.Nordenscheld. In
April 1834, 85 versts away from Yekaterinburg, in
the placer on the Tokovaya River he found a new
mineral. Its green color when the stone was
exposed to candle light turned to blood-red color.
Observing this peculiarity of alexandrite a writer N.
Leskov wrote that in this stone the green morning
changed for bloody evening. The stone received the
name of Alexandrite later in 1842 in the honor of full
age of Cesarevitch Alexander, who became in 1855
a Russian emperor Alexander 2. After he was killed
in 1881 the decorations with alexandrite became
especially popular among Russian nobility. The
changeability of alexandrite is explained by its
addition of trivalent chrome. The change of
mineral's color during the change of lighting is
called reverse (from Latin versum - turn).
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Alexandrite possesses this peculiarity to the full
extent.
Till the beginning of 20th century in Ural there were
mined around 80 kilograms of these semi-precious
stones. Alexandrite was considered a pure Russian
mineral for long time. However, later its deposits
were found beyond RussiaТs territory. Now
alexandrite is produced in Brazil, Zambia,
Zimbabwe, India, Madagascar, USA, Tanzania and
Sri Lanka.
From History
In the 20th century during excavations of khan
interment that dates back 12 century in Zaporojye,
scientists found a large golden ring with large
alexandrite on the fourth finger of Polovtsian lord.
Perhaps, this is one of the most ancient jewelry
articles with alexandrite.
The biggest druse of alexandrite crystals weighing
around 5 kilograms lies in Moscow Mineralogical
Museum. The biggest facetted alexandrite weighing
66 carats is kept in famous Smitsonov Institute in
Washington, USA. Nowadays alexandrite is highly
valued. Its keeps the fourth place after diamond,
ruby and sapphire. Even a small suspension with
modest natural stone can cost hundreds dollars of
USA.
When
buying the
decorations
with
alexandrite
you should
be careful
because its
properties
to change
color can
be imitated
by
synthetic
corunda
that do not
possess
any
magical
properties.
Artificial
stones obtain the effect of natural alexandrite
thanks to additions of vanadium. In the first half of
the 20th century there many inexpensive articles
with artificial alexandrite were sold in Russia.
During the World War II many women who wore
such stones lost their husbands. This was the
beginning of modern legend about alexandrite - a
widow stone. Some people say that the negative
influence of alexandrite can be neutralized if the
owner would wear the decoration with another
semi-precious stone.
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Shop Schedule (For members only)
Monday

10AM to 1PM, Lapidary
7PM to 9PM, Beginners only in lapidary
Tuesday
Need Daytime Supervisor
6:30PM to 8:30PM, Lapidary
Wednesday 9AM to 1:30PM, Lapidary, intarsia & beading.
Library open 10AM to noon.
6PM to 9PM, Lapidary
Thursday
10AM to 1PM, Lapidary
4PM to 9PM, Lapidary
Friday
Need Daytime and Night Supervisors!
Temporarily closed
Saturday
9AM to 5PM, juniors, adults
w/supervisor’s approval
Library open 10AM to noon.
Sunday
Need Daytime and Night Supervisors!
Temporarily closed

Our shop: 20948 A Corsair Blvd
Hayward, CA 94545
(510) 887-9007

We are in need of Shop Supervisors for Tuesday
Day and Friday Day and Night.
If interested, please see Beth!
Website: www.mgscv.org

Email us at info@mgscv.org

Mt. Eden Presbyterian Church
26236 Adrian Ave, Hayward
General meetings held here the 2nd Wed. of
Our
shop:
20948
A Corsair
Blvd
every
month
at 7:30pm,
except
in July &
Hayward, August.
CA 94545

(510) 887-9007

-9-

Mt. Eden Presbyterian Church
26236 Adrian Ave, Hayward
General meetings held here every month at
7:30pm, except in July & August.

