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This publication is the bulletin of the Mineral and Gem Society of Castro Valley, Inc., a
member of the California Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc., the American
Federation of Mineralogical Societies and the North Bay Field Trip Association.
Bulletin Submission Policy
Submission deadline is the second Friday following the General Meeting (normally the
second Wednesday of the month.) Anonymous contributions will not be considered for
publication in the Petrograph; however, if requested at the time of submission, the
contributor’s name can be withheld. Members are encouraged to submit articles that
may be of interest to the general membership. The bulletin editor reserves the right to
edit any submitted articles or omit any submission from publication. Source must be
cited for material quoted from other authors. Permission to reprint Petrograph articles
is hereby granted provided properly cited.
2018 MGSCV Officers
Elected
President – Jodi Minshall
President@mgscv.org
Vice President – Greg Croft
VP@mgscv.org
(510) 589Secretary – Betty Milam
Secretary@mgscv.org
8858
Treasurer – Sheryl Cooper
Treasurer@mgscv.org
st
1 Year Director – Lily Johnson Director1@mgscv.org
2nd Year Director –Norm
Director2@mgscv.org
Hodgson
3rd Year Director – Michelle
Director3@mgscv.org
Bennette
Federation Director – Beth
Federation@mgscv.org
Farmer
Shop Manager Neil Delfino
ShopManager@mgscv.org
2014 Show Chairman – Cathy
ShowChair@mgscv.org
Miller
Membership – Tony Cooper
membership@mgscv.org
510-589-5292
Editor –Diana Cohoon
Editor@mgscv.org
925-3483000
Past President – Bonnie
pastpresident@mgscv.org
Andrade
Appointed
Scholarship Chair –
Librarian – Mike Mc Bride
Historian – Norm Hodgson
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Purchasing Agent – Beth Farmer
Education Coordinator –
ParliamentarianMikecox.34ford@gmail.com
Reception/Host – Jim Ewing
Sunshine Reporter – All members
Door Prizes – Bonnie Andrade
Web Master – Tony Cooper
webmaster@MGSCV.org

Publication Staff
Contributors:, Isabelle Bennette, Sheryl Cooper,
BOARD MEETING
January 14, 2020
By Sheryl Cooper
January 14, 2020
By Sheryl Cooper
The meeting was called to order at 6:40 PM
by Jodi Minshall.
There were 7 Board members in
attendance: Jodi Minshall, Greg Croft,
Bonnie Andrade, Neil Delfino, Norm
Hodgson, Cathy Miller, Sheryl Cooper.
Two members, Tony Cooper and Michelle
Bennett, were available for voting via
telephone.
The minutes from the previous board and
general meeting as printed in the
Petrograph were unanimously accepted and
approved by the Board.
Committee Reports:
Shop Manager: Neil reports the saw blade
on the 12” saw was run into the carriage and
the blade was severely damaged. The
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members involved will go through the saw
training class for recertification before
being allowed to use the saw again.
The main drain just beyond the men’s room
has been partially blocked, and although
Neil has unclogged it recently. It was
discussed best way to resolve the issue
permanently. Neil will lead a work party to
clean out the settling drums on Saturday
January the 25th. It is believed some of
the oil sludge from the drums is working its
way into the drain and clogging the drain
pipes.
Beth has purchased several capacitors for
the Genies. They will need some slight
modification to fit the Genies, but the
Genie sales folks insist it will not be an
issue.
Neil reports that he has a lot of really nice
items for the silent auction at the next
general meeting.
CFMS Representative:
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The dues and insurance fees for our CFMS
2020 membership have been prepared and
are going to be mailed out this week. The
CFMS show entry fees are $6 per day or
$15 for a three-day pass. In the latest
CFMS newsletter were some great ideas
for how to present our membership drive
table at our show.
Treasurer’s Report: The Board reviewed
the December Treasurer’s report as
presented by Sheryl Cooper. Neil Delfino
moved to accept the report as presented,
and Norm Hodgson seconded the motion.
The report was voted on and unanimously
approved by the Board.
Show Chairman: Cathy Miller says she
has spoken with Johnny and he will be
available to provide security services this
year. Our favorite auctioneer Rita will not
be available this year for the live auction,
so we are looking for a volunteer to lead the
auction. We do not yet have a piece of
jewelry suitable for the scholarship raffle
drawing. All club members please look into
your items to see if you have a suitable
piece to donate. Your donations are tax
deductible.
Sunshine Report: Greg Croft is well on the
way to mending, and has been doing physical
therapy to strengthen his shoulder.
Membership Coordinator: There were 110
members at year’s end 2019. There are
currently 46 members enrolled for 2020.
Greg will be enrolling his entire Geology
class in club memberships, there are 25 in
all. He will do an orientation session and
teach the cabbing process to the new
members. It will be good to see new faces
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around the shop soon. Please be welcoming
to them.
Junior Mentor: There is a junior member
who is attending the Monday night adult
beginners’ class because we do not
currently have a junior mentor. Please
volunteer if you are interested in mentoring
these bright kids. Junior sessions typically
take place on Saturday afternoons, but we
can be accommodating to fit your schedule.
General Info: The Board of Directors is
looking for volunteers to run for office in
the yearly elections for the Board
positions. All positions are open for the
yearly elections, so feel free to shoot for
the stars. There are also many open
positions, several of which do not require
you to attend Board meetings. Please
volunteer!
Scholarship: Greg has been in touch with
the Earth Sciences department at CSUEB
and they have selected two worthy
students for scholarships. The scholarship
awards will be presented at the February
General meeting. Please join us at the
meeting to congratulate these students.
Unfinished Business: The officers of the
Board of Directors have all agreed to
continue in their current positions pending a
vote of the club members at the next
General Meeting. We are in dire need of a
Secretary, an Education Coordinator, and a
third Director.
The new lease contract for the club’s suite
will be signed by February 1st pending final
approval by the Board. Board members are
still reviewing the lease as currently
written and will share their thoughts on the
lease details with Sheryl for further
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discussions with the landlord’s
representative.
New Business: It was proposed by Norm
that the Board meetings be held on
Saturday or Sunday afternoons as to make
it easier for Board members who have
trouble driving at night to attend. It was
decided to hold the next Board meeting on
Saturday February 8th at 1:00 PM at the
club as a trial. Cathy will look into the
scheduling at the church to see whether
the General meeting can be held on
Saturdays as well. For now, the General
meeting will still be on the regular day and
time unless otherwise announced.
General meeting
By Sheryl Cooper
General Meeting Minutes
January 21, 2020
By Sheryl Cooper
The meeting was called to order at 7:40 PM
by Jodi Minshall.
The minutes of the previous month’s Board
and General meetings were discussed. Beth
Farmer moved that the meeting minutes be
accepted as printed in the Petrograph. Greg
Croft seconded the motion, and the
membership voted on and passed the motion
unanimously.
Presentation: Greg Croft gave a
presentation on the principles and use of a
refractometer. The critical angle for a
specific material can be determined by the
application of Snell’s Law. The formula was
published in 1580 by Willebrand Snellius,
hence the name Snell’s Law. However, the
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formula was originally published in 984 AD
by Jon Sahl of Baghdad. The optimal depth
of a stone will be that which allows light
that enters to be reflected twice inside the
stone before exiting again. Please talk to
Greg if you want more details.
Committee Reports:
Shop Manager: Neil Delfino reports the
saw blade on the 12” saw was run into the
carriage twice, and the blade was severely
damaged. The recommended process is to
line up the saw blade with your finger in
between the rock and the blade to protect
the blade from being damaged while at rest.
Members who want saw training please send
Neil an email at shopmanager@mgscv.org to
request training.
The main drain just beyond the men’s room
has been unclogged again, and the drain
trap pipes in the bathroom reinstalled. Neil
Delfino will lead a work party January 25th
at 1:00 PM to clean out the settling drums.
It is believed some of the oil sludge from
the drums has been working its way into the
drain and clogging the drain pipes.
Beth Farmer purchased several capacitors
for the Genies. They will need some slight
modification to fit the Genies, and Neil
Delfino is working on the modifications.
CFMS Representative:
The dues and insurance fees for our CFMS
2020 membership have been mailed out this
week. The CFMS show entry fees are $6
per day or $15 for a three-day pass. Details
about the show are posted at the shop.
Show Chairman: Cathy Miller would like
everyone to take flyers with them to hand
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out at shows and local venues for
advertising. We have received a donation of
a beautiful Biwa Pearl in 14K gold pendant
from Ed and Pat Rigor for raffling off for
the scholarship raffle. They have also
donated several pieces for the live auction.
All members are encouraged to donate a
piece, or pieces, for the live auction. Please
look into your items to see if you have a
suitable piece to donate. Your donations are
tax deductible. Don’t forget to sign up for
your work hours at the show. Remember all
club members are required to donate a
minimum of six hours of their time over the
duration of the show. There is however, no
maximum on the number of hours you can
volunteer. The next Show Committee
meeting will be on Saturday 2/8/20 at
12:00, followed by the Board meeting at
1:00.
Sunshine Report: Allen Ashley is in the
hospital and is not doing well.
Membership Coordinator: There were 110
members at year’s end 2019. There are
currently 55 members enrolled for 2020.
Greg Croft will be enrolling his entire
Geology class in club memberships, there
are 25 in all. He will do an orientation
session and teach the cabbing process to
the new members. It will be good to see
new faces around the shop soon. Please be
welcoming to them.
Junior Mentor: There is a junior member
who is attending the Monday night adult
beginners’ class because we do not
currently have a junior mentor. Please
volunteer if you are interested in mentoring
these bright kids. Junior sessions typically
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take place on Saturday afternoons, but we
can be accommodating to fit your schedule.
Scholarship: Greg Croft has been in touch
with the Earth Sciences department at
CSUEB and they have selected two worthy
students for scholarships. The scholarship
awards will be presented at the February
General meeting. Please join us at the
meeting to congratulate these students.
Unfinished Business: A vote was held to
elect the Board Officers for 2020. The
slate of candidates was read by Cathy
Miller and Beth Farmer moved that the
slate be voted on as a whole. Norm Hodgson
seconded the motion, so the vote was held.
The officers of the Board of Directors
have all agreed to continue in their current
positions, and by vote of the members
present, all were re-elected unanimously.
Of voting Board positions, we are still in
need of are a Secretary, and a third
Director. Of non-voting, appointed Board
positions we still need to fill are Education
Coordinator, Parliamentarian, and Junior
Mentor.
The new lease contract for the club’s suite
will be signed by February 1st pending final
approval of the lease terms by the Board.
BENCH TIPS BY BRAD SMITH
PROTECTING FINISHED SURFACES
I figure that any accidental scratch I make
on a piece means about 15 minutes of extra
sanding and polishing. So after finishing
major surfaces I typically cover them with
some masking tape to avoid any scratches
when doing final work like cleanups and
setting of stones.
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The blue masking tape used by painters
works particularly well because it doesn't
leave a sticky residue.

PICKLE PRECAUTIONS
A hot pickle pot gives off fumes that
bother me in my home workshop. I
get around that by using my pickle cold. I
mix it a little stronger than
for a hot pot so that it works almost as
quickly. I keep it in a
large-mouth plastic bottle and cap it off
whenever I'm done using it.
Be More Productive With Brad's "How To
Do It" Books
Amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith
February 15 – 17: ANTIOCH, CA
Antioch Lapidary Club
Contra Costa County Fairgrounds
1201 West 10th Street
Hours: 10 – 5 daily
Contact: Brenda Miguel
Email: brenda.miguel@yahoo.com
Website: antiochlapidaryclub.com
February 22 – 23: VALLEJO, CA
Vallejo Gem & Mineral Society
McCormack Hall, Solano County Fairgrounds
900 Fairgrounds Drive
Hours: 10 – 5 daily
Contact: Debra Duhon , (415) 254-1506
Email: dduhonvgms@gmail.com
Website: vjgems.org
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MARCH 2020
March 6, 7 & 8: NEWARK, CA
Mineral & Gem Society of Castro Valley
Newark Pavilion
6430 Thornton Avenue
Hours: Fri 10 – 4, Sat 10 – 6; Sun 10 – 5
Contact: Cathy, (510) 305-4196
Email: cdmiller59@gmail.com
Website: www.mgscv.org
Show Page
March 7 – 8: VENTURA, CA
Ventura Gem & Mineral Society
Ventura County Fairgrounds
10 West Harbor Blvd.
Hours: Sat 10 – 5; Sun 10 – 4
Contact: Richard Slyker, (805) 312-8467
Email: info@vgms.org
Website: vgms.org
March 13, 14 & 15: VICTORVILLE, CA
Victorville Valley Gem & Mineral Club
44th Annual Rockhound Tailgate
Stoddard Wells Road/Dale Evans Pkwy
Hours: 9 – 5 daily
Contact: Ruben Martinez, (760) 429-8263
Email: rmstonewalk54@gmail.com
Website: vvgmc.org
Show Page
March 14 – 15: TURLOCK, CA
Mother Lode Mineral Society, Modesto
Stanislaus County Fairgrounds
900 North Broadway
Hours: 10 – 5 daily
Contacts: Bud & Terry McMillin, (209) 524-3494
Email: bud.mcmillin.B7YJ@statefarm.com
Website: motherlodemineralsociety.com”
Show Page
March 21 – 22: SAN JOSE, CA
Santa Clara Valley Gem & Mineral Society
Santa Clara County Fairgrounds
344 Tully Road
Hours: 10 – 5 daily
Contact: (408) 265-1422
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Email: info@scvgms.org
Website: www.scvgms.org
March 29 – 29: ANGELS CAMP, CA
Calaveras Gem & Mineral Society
Calaveras County Fairgrounds
101 Frogtown Road
Hours: Sat 10 – 5; Sun 10 – 4
Contact: Robin Williams, (209)-728-8277
Email: robinski@yahoo.com
Website: www.calaverasgemandmineral.org
Show Page

Gem of the month
Gem of The Month
March 28- 29: ROSEVILLE, CA
By Jodi Minshall
Roseville Rock Rollers Gem & Mineral Society
@the Grounds
January 23, 2020
800 All American City Blvd
Hours: Sat 10 – 5; Sun 10 – 4
This month’s gem was born and
Contact: James Hutchings, (916) 995-7380
raised in Chicago, Illinois. He
Email: jhutchings22@hotmail.com
Website: www.rockrollers.com
Show Page
moved to Oklahoma as a
teenager and finished his high
April 4 – 5: CHICO, CA
school education there. After
Paradise Gem & Mineral
high school he joined the Air
Society
Force in 1967 and was
Silver Dollar Fairgrounds,
stationed at Beale Air Force
2357 Fair Street
Base near Marysville, CA.
Hours: Saarot 9 – 4
Contact: Trish Haggerty, (530) After leaving the Air Force in
1971 he stayed in California
966-5112
and got a job with a local car
Email: hagboyz5@gmail.com
Website: www.paradisegem.org dealership. He went to school
at night on the GI Bill at both
Yuba College and Chico State.
In 1974 he started working
for Pacific Telephone and still
works for AT&T to this day.
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He is currently single, has
been married twice and has
one son who lives in Woodland,
CA.
Our Gem became interested in
rocks when learning about
crystals and their healing
properties. He used to visit
our annual show every year and
really enjoyed wandering about
talking to sellers about their
rocks. He had purchased a
large hunk of jasper and
brought it to our show for
identification. Neil Delfino
handed him a membership
application and said bring your
rock down to the club, and the
rest is history. Now you can
find him at the club most
Monday nights working on
beautiful freeform cabs or
discussing his new interest,
wire wrap jewelry. Can you
guess who this Gem is? How
about James Thurman!
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Our club has come to the
decision to have the board
meetings on Saturdays after
the 2nd Tuesday of the
month at 1:00 pm and the
show meeting will follow
after that meeting at the
shop. This has been done to
accommodate the older
members who may not be
able to see to drive in the
early evenings, your Editor
included. We encourage
older members as well as
younger members to attend
our meetings to become
totally involved in the
functions of our club.
Have a happy Valentines Day!
Your Editor
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Shop Schedule
(All shop session’s members only)

MAP

Monday
Tuesday

10 AM to 1 PM, Lapidary
6 PM to 9 PM, Beginners only in lapidary
12-to 5 PM, need daytime supervisor
6 PM to 9:00 PM, Lapidary,

Wednesday 9AM to 12:00PM, Lapidary

.
MGSCV
20948A

Corsair

Library open 10AM to noon.
5:30 – 8:00 PM Lapidary

Hesperian Blvd.

Thursday

10:00 AM to 1:00 PM, Lapidary
7 PM to 9 PM, Lapidary

Friday

9-1 PM Lapidary, Faceting (experienced only)

Saturday

9 AM to 3 PM, Faceting Class 9-12, Juniors,
w/supervisor’s approval, lapidary
Library open 10AM to noon.

Sunday

9:30AM to 12:30 PM, Lapidary

SHOP NOTICES:
Email us at info@mgscv
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West Winton
Clawlter

To 880 ->
Sakian

Our shop: 20948 A Corsair Blvd
Hayward, CA 94545
(510) 887-9007
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From I 580: Take the A Street exit and go west, turn right on Montgomery Street and go to
22307 Montgomery Street.
From I 880: Take the A Street exit and go East. Turn left on Montgomery Street and go to
22307 Montgomery.
From Jackson Street: Go north on Mission Boulevard, turn left onto A Street, then right on
Montgomery Street and go to 22307 Montgomery Street.
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Mineral & Gem Society of Castro Valley (MGSCV)
Membership Application and Information

Membership is good for one calendar year from January 1st through December 31st. Please fill out and sign the
application. Mail the completed form, a check for the dues payable to MGSCV, and a self-addressed, stamped envelope
to - MGSCV, Attn: Membership Chair, P.O. Box 2145, Castro Valley, CA 94546.
Your membership is active upon receipt of your check and application. It will be processed and membership cards will be
at the shop within 4 weeks. Your email will be added to the list for the Petrograph, our newsletter. Your name will be
added to the roster in the lobby at the workshop and in the drawing at the general meetings for cash prizes, if present.
We are a non-profit club whose sole purpose is the education of lapidary arts and geological sciences for all who are
interested. No products produced in the shop can be sold for profit. All members should have or be familiar with the
MGSCV Handbook. A copy is available for review in the club's lobby or one can be emailed to you by sending a request to
info@mgscv.org.
Before any member may operate any equipment or take any class they must have completed an orientation and their first
cabochon. To schedule an orientation send an email to WorkShopManager@mgscv.org with your name, phone
number, and a good time to call you. During the orientation you will learn about the club and get a tour of the
workshop. Monday evenings are reserved for beginners only.
Membership dues cover less than 10% of our annual operating costs. It is our annual show that funds the club, workshop
and all activities. *A requirement of membership is that every member must work at the show for a minimum of 4
hours. The show is always held the first full weekend of March, so mark your calendars. The show is fun to work and is
the reason we have the best workshop/club in Northern California. Shop services such as rock sawing, casting, special
classes (faceting, wire wrap, metal work, etc...) will not be available to members who do not work at the show.
Membership Chairperson
Type of Membership(s): _____ new membership
* With Shop privileges
_____ Single - $45
_____ Couple - $80

_____ renewal membership

Junior Membership
_____ Junior (11-17 with adult) - $1
_____ Junior (11-17 without adult) - $5

_____ Lifetime (voted in by the board)
NO Shop Privileges
_____ Single - $35
_____ Couple - $60

After July 1st all new membership dues are half (½)
Name(s) (Please print all the names.)
Adults: ____________________________________________________________________________________
Juniors: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________ State: ______ Zip: ____________ Phone Number: _________________
E-mail Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
(Our monthly newsletter, the Petrograph, will be emailed to this address.)

Occupational Skills: _________________________________________________________________________
(Sometimes we are in need of advice and\or help in regards to electrical, plumbing, mechanical, clerical or other skills.)

Confidentiality: (check all that apply)

I do not want my _____ phone _____ email printed in the roster at the shop.

I agree with the By-laws and rules of the Mineral & Gem Society of Castro Valley (MGSCV).
Members Signatures: ________________________________________________________________________

Mineral & Gem Society of Castro Valley (MGSCV)
Membership Application and Information
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For those of you that are interested in putting in a display case at our show, call Norm Hodgson
at 510-744-1564. You must set the case up on Thursday afternoon or early evening. The
dimensions for the case are below. Following on the next page is the application for a case to be
turned into Norm Hodgson
MGSCV Petrograph February 2016
Monthly Bulletin of the Mineral & Gem Society of Castro Valley, inc.
- 15 An Invitation to Members & Friends of MGSCV
SHOW EXHIBIT APPLICATION
Business cards or mention of personal businesses are not acceptable for display in any case at
the show
Your Name:_________________________________________________________
Your Address:_______________________________________________________
City:________________________________
Phone Number:___________________________
Member of ______________________________________________
I will exhibit ________________ cases ______
Please indicate whether you will be entering this case in competition.
Exhibit only ____ Competition ______
I have a case. _________ Slant front____ Upright _____ Dimensions H_____ W_____
D______
Or; I want to borrow a club case (4ft.) Upright, no liners or risers) ________
Describe contents to be exhibited (carvings, fossils, jewelry & minerals
etc_____________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
24 hour security will be provided: however MGSCV assumes no responsibility for any loss or
damage to exhibitor’s property. This form must be on file for all exhibitors for each individual
each year.
Your co-operation in returning this form AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, indicating whether or not
you will exhibit, will be greatly appreciated. Please return this form to the address below.
Norm Hodgson
P.O. Box 2665, Fremont, Ca 94536
If you have any questions call Norm directly: 510-744-1564
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