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This publication is the bulletin of the Mineral and Gem Society of Castro Valley, Inc., a member
of the California Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc., the American Federation of
Mineralogical Societies and the North Bay Field Trip Association.

Bulletin Submission Policy

Submission deadline is the second Friday following the General Meeting (normally the second
Wednesday of the month.) Anonymous contributions will not be considered, but if requested,
the contributor’s name can be withheld. Members are encouraged to submit articles that may be
of interest to the general membership. The Editor reserves the right to edit or omit any
submitted articles. Sources must be cited for material quoted from other authors. Permission to
reprint Petrograph articles is hereby granted provided properly cited.

Elected

2020 MGSCV Officers

President – Jodi Minshall
Vice President – Greg Croft
Secretary – Sheryl Cooper
Treasurer – Sheryl Cooper
Director – Pete Bergeron
Director –Norm Hodgson
Director – Michelle Bennette
CFMS Director – Beth Farmer
Shop Manager Neil Delfino
Show Chairman – Cathy Miller
Membership – Tony Cooper
Editor –Diana Cohoon
Past President – Bonnie Andrade

Appointed

President@mgscv.org
VP@mgscv.org
Secretary@mgscv.org
Treasurer@mgscv.org
Director1@mgscv.org
Director2@mgscv.org
Director3@mgscv.org
Federation@mgscv.org
ShopManager@mgscv.org
ShowChair@mgscv.org
membership@mgscv.org
Editor@mgscv.org
pastpresident@mgscv.org

Scholarship Chair – Greg Croft
Librarian – Mike Mc Bride
Historian – Norm Hodgson
Purchasing Agent – Beth Farmer
Education Coordinator – Lily Johnson
Sunshine Reporter – All members
Door Prizes – Neil Delfino
Web Master – Tony Cooper
webmaster@MGSCV.org

Publication Staff
Contributors: Sheryl Cooper, Jodi Minshall
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BOARD MEETING MINUTES
February 8, 2020
By Sheryl Cooper
The meeting was called to order at 1:00 PM
by Jodi Minshall.
There were 8 Board members in
attendance: Jodi Minshall, Greg Croft,
Bonnie Andrade, Neil Delfino, Beth
Farmer, Michelle Bennett, Cathy Miller,
Sheryl Cooper, Norm Hodgson.
Meeting minutes from the previous Board
meeting were reviewed. Norm Hodgson
moved the minutes be accepted as printed
in the Petrograph with Neil Delfino
seconding the motion. A vote was taken and
was passed unanimously.
Committee Reports:
Treasurer: The Treasurer’s report was
presented to the Board. After review, Beth
Farmer moved that the report be accepted
as given, and Neil Delfino seconded the
motion. A vote was taken and was passed
unanimously.
Shop Manager:
The settling barrels for the wash out sink
were cleaned out. Big thanks go out to Beth
Farmer and Mike McBride from Neil
Delfino for their assistance. It is sad that
NO other members answered the call for
volunteers to help our hard-working Shop
Manager with this difficult task.
All of the new capacitors have been
installed on the genies. Neil Delfino is
looking into what else can be done to make
them more reliable.
There are lots of high-quality new items to
be placed in the silent auction at the
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General Meeting, and what isn’t sold can go
into the silent auction at the show.
CFMS Representative:
CFMS has announced there is a $2000
scholarship for 2020 available for
applicants. See Beth if you know someone in
the Earth Sciences disciplines that might
be interested in applying.
Show Chairman: Cathy Miller Says there
are flyers, and small info cards, available at
the shop for members to take to any other
club’s shows or events they plan to visit.
There is usually a place at each show where
flyers can be dropped off for easy
distribution to the visiting public.
Planning for the show is moving along as
usual with only three weeks remaining
before set up begins! We have ~90 live
auction items and are in need of a volunteer
auctioneer. Please see Cathy Miller if you
are interested.
Storage pick-up of show items will be
Sunday March 1st at 2:00 PM. Please see
Cathy Miller for more details.
Scholarship: At the next General meeting
on Tuesday February 18th the yearly
scholarships will be presented to one
undergraduate and one graduate student at
CSUEB.
Jodi Minshall called for a review of the
scholarship amounts and proposed that both
scholarships be raised from $750 to $1000.
Greg Croft moved to approve the proposed
raise, and Neil Delfino seconded the
motion. A vote was taken and passed
unanimously. Scholarship amounts will be
raised to $1000 each, effective
immediately.
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Historian: Norm Hodgson reports that our
club was started by about a dozen original
members. CFMS came in and helped us set
up the original club structure. Our club
grew to such a size that people running for
local offices used to come and speak at club
functions. Norm plans to organize what he
is discovering about the history of the club,
and will soon be making regular reports via
the Petrograph.
Sunshine Report: We are sorry to have to
say that one of our long-time members, Vic
Pasquini, passed away in February. Several
members attended the memorial services
and reported that the service was beautiful
and Darlene Pasquini appears to be doing
fairly well.
Lily Johnson’s mother had a bad fall but is
recovering.
Horace Robertson has moved to a care
facility to be near his son.
Allen Ashley is in hospice, and has
requested that there be no visitors at this
time.
Membership Coordinator: The current
membership count is 90.
Junior Mentor: There is a junior member
who is attending the Monday night adult
beginners’ class because we do not
currently have a junior mentor. Please
volunteer if you are interested in mentoring
these bright kids.
Education Coordinator: We are very
pleased to report that Lily Johnson has
volunteered to be our Education
Coordinator. Starting in March, please
check the sign-up sheets posted on the
door to the faceting room for upcoming
classes.
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Old Business: The terms for the new lease
for the club’s suite have been agreed upon
and the lease has been signed. A five-year
lease was negotiated. The Board would like
to thank Sheryl Cooper for all of her hard
work on this very complicated negotiation.
New Business: The Buschke family has
made a generous donation to the club of
several items and raw materials. The Board
would like to thank them for their
generosity, and we are currently deciding
the best way to use the donation to benefit
the club.
General Meeting Minutes
February 18,2020
By Sheryl Cooper
The meeting was called to order at 7:40 PM
by Jodi Minshall.
There were 12 club members, 4 guests and
2 scholarship recipients in attendance.
The guests introduced themselves and were
warmly welcomed to the meeting.
Judith Matasumura was visiting in support
of her daughter Maiyah who is the
undergraduate scholarship recipient.
Guest Mackenzie was visiting us after
finding us on the Internet. She had
purchased a small tumbler and enjoyed it,
but soon realized there was a lot more she
wanted to know about the lapidary arts
which led her to us.
Guest Angie and her friend Andrew were
her to look into the pursuit of the lapidary
arts as well. Angie’s grandfather was an
accomplished lapidary and taught her a
great deal about silversmithing in his shop,
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but now she wants to learn the lapidary
portion of jewelry making. Andrew was here
in support of Angie.
Scholarship Presentation:
Greg Croft presented the program for the
evening; the presentation of the yearly
scholarships.
The undergraduate scholarship recipient is
Maiyah Matasumara who said she was
originally studying to be a mechanical
engineer. After working for a local Parks
District on a summer program, she enjoyed
herself so much that she decided to change
her major to the Earth Sciences.
The graduate scholarship recipient is
Armando Franco who said he was a math
and science tutor of high school students.
His work with the students made him
realize he was very interested in the
sciences, and in particular earthquakes and
seismology. He decided to return to college
and pursue a graduate degree in this field.
Meeting Minutes:
Meeting minutes from the previous Board
and General meetings were reviewed. Beth
Farmer moved the minutes be accepted as
printed in the Petrograph with Greg Croft
seconding the motion. A vote was taken and
was passed unanimously.
Committee Reports:
Shop Manager:
All of the new capacitors have been
installed on the genies. Neil Delfino is
looking into what else can be done to make
them more reliable.
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One of the poly-arbors was repaired.
Apparently, a pipe wrench had been used at
some point to disassemble it and damaged
the shaft pretty badly. This made the
repair process a lot more complicated and
difficult. The shaft has been resurfaced,
and new bearings were installed. Please do
not work on the machinery in the shop if
you don’t know the proper way to do things!
A police officer was cruising the parking lot
recently, so Neil asked him what is going on.
Apparently, there have been some car
break ins in the back of the shop lately. If
you see anyone outside who doesn’t belong
there, call 911. Shop Supervisors, please
make sure the backdoor is locked before
you leave after your session.
There are lots of high-quality new items to
be placed in the silent auction at the
General Meeting, and what isn’t sold can go
into the silent auction at the show.
CFMS Representative:
CFMS has announced there is a $2000
scholarship for 2020 available for
applicants. See Beth if you know someone in
the Earth Sciences disciplines that might
be interested in applying. The BLM is
looking for citizen volunteers to join their
advisory committees. Please see Beth
Farmer for details if you are interested.
Show Chairman: Cathy Miller Says there
are flyers, and small info cards, available at
the shop for members to take to any other
club’s shows or events they plan to visit.
There is usually a place at each show where
flyers can be dropped off for easy
distribution to the visiting public.
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Planning for the show is moving along as
usual with only two weeks remaining (one
week by publication time!) before set up
begins! We have ~90 live auction items and
are in need of a volunteer auctioneer. Please
see Cathy Miller if you are interested.
Storage pick-up of show items will be
Sunday March 1st at 2:00 PM. Please see
Cathy Miller for more details.
Be sure to sign up in the volunteer’s book
for your 6 hours of volunteer shifts.
Membership: Sheryl Cooper reports we
currently have 95 members. The
membership drawing name pulled out was
Vanlang Nguyen who was not present. The
membership drawing next month will be for
$110, and you must be present to win.
Education: The new Education Coordinator
is Lily Johnson. Thanks go out to Lily for
volunteering for this key position. No new
classes will be arranged until the after
show is wrapped up.
Sunshine Report: We are sorry to have to
say that one of our long-time members, Vic
Pasquini, passed away in February. Several
members attended the memorial services
and reported that the service was beautiful
and Darlene Pasquini appears to be doing
fairly well.
Lily Johnson’s mother had a bad fall but is
recovering.
Horace Robertson has moved to a care
facility to be near his son.
Allen Ashley is in hospice and has
requested that there be no visitors at this
time.
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Historian: Norm Hodgson reports that our
club was started by about a dozen original
members. CFMS came in and helped us set
up the original club structure. Our club
grew to such a size that people running for
local offices used to come and speak at club
functions. Norm plans to organize what he
is discovering about the history of the club,
and will soon be making regular reports via
the Petrograph.
Junior Mentor: There is a junior member
who is attending the Monday night adult
beginners’ class because we do not
currently have a junior mentor. Please
volunteer if you are interested in mentoring
these bright kids.
Unfinished Business: The terms for the
new lease for the club’s suite have been
agreed upon and the lease has been signed.
A five-year lease was negotiated. The
Board would like to thank Sheryl Cooper
for all of her hard work on this very
complicated negotiation.
The next Board Meeting will be on March
14th at 1:00 PM at the shop. All members
are welcome to attend. Please note the shop
will be closed for lapidary work during the
meeting.
The next General Meeting will be held on
Saturday March 21st at 1:00 PM at the
Church. This is a trial to see if more
members can attend a daytime meeting.
New Business: The Lake Shore Orchid
Society is holding their show on May 9th
and 10th and will have a table for our club
to sell items from. If you want to sell some
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of your items, please see Beth Farmer for
details.
The door prize drawings and silent auction
wrapped up the meeting. Thanks go out to
Neil for all of the great items that have
been in the silent auctions lately. It is a
great way to get some gorgeous material!
BENCH TIPS BY BRAD SMITH
None available at this issue

GEM OF MONTH REPRISE
Originally Posted January 2017
By Shirley Buschke
Our gem was born in New Mexico and moved
to Hayward, California when he was 5 years
old. He graduated from Tennyson high
school and went on to earn a degree from
San Jose state University. He thinks he
always was interested in rocks and became
more so as his father became a vendor in
the Bay Area. He worked with his dad, and
was soon making jewelry on his own. He
began working on a Master’s Degree at
Santa Clara University in counseling and
went to work as a probation officer with
the County of Santa Clara. His expertise
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was working with gangs, and he was a
supervisor of his unit.
Our gem’s favorite stone is turquoise
but he likes many others too, it must be the
New Mexico influence. Our gem often
visits his mother who still lives in Hayward.
Not so long ago he decided he wanted to
make cabochons so he became one of
Mark’s students, and learned to cut more
than turquoise.
Our gem is married and has three
children; two of them, a daughter and son
are married.
Our gem said what started as a hobby
has turned into a second career. He does
southwestern designs in his jewelry as well
as contemporary designs.
By now you must know who our gem is, he
teaches soldering at our shop, and is a
vendor at our show and many other club’s
shows. Of course, you know Lee Chavez
who will be a seller at our show this March.
Be sure to stop by his booth to say “Hi”, and
admire his amazing work!.
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MARCH 2020
March 6, 7 & 8: NEWARK, CA
Mineral & Gem Society of Castro Valley
Newark Pavilion
6430 Thornton Avenue
Hours: Fri 10 – 4, Sat 10 – 6; Sun 10 – 5
Contact: Cathy, (510) 305-4196
Email: cdmiller59@gmail.com
Website: www.mgscv.org
Show Page

March 21 – 22: SAN JOSE, CA
Santa Clara Valley Gem & Mineral
Society
Santa Clara County Fairgrounds
344 Tully Road
Hours: 10 – 5 daily
Contact: (408) 265-1422
Email: info@scvgms.org
Website: www.scvgms.org

March 7 – 8: VENTURA, CA
Ventura Gem & Mineral Society
Ventura County Fairgrounds
10 West Harbor Blvd.
Hours: Sat 10 – 5; Sun 10 – 4
Contact: Richard Slyker, (805) 312-8467
Email: info@vgms.org
Website: vgms.org

March 29 – 29: ANGELS CAMP, CA
Calaveras Gem & Mineral Society
Calaveras County Fairgrounds
101 Frogtown Road
Hours: Sat 10 – 5; Sun 10 – 4
Contact: Robin Williams, (209)-728-8277
Email: robinski@yahoo.com
Website: www.calaverasgemandmineral.org
Show Page

March 13, 14 & 15: VICTORVILLE, CA
Victorville Valley Gem & Mineral Club
44th Annual Rockhound Tailgate
Stoddard Wells Road/Dale Evans Pkwy
Hours: 9 – 5 daily
Contact: Ruben Martinez, (760) 429-8263
Email: rmstonewalk54@gmail.com
Website: vvgmc.org
Show Page
March 14 – 15: TURLOCK, CA
Mother Lode Mineral Society, Modesto
Stanislaus County Fairgrounds
900 North Broadway
Hours: 10 – 5 daily
Contacts: Bud & Terry McMillin, (209) 5243494
Email: bud.mcmillin.B7YJ@statefarm.com
Website: motherlodemineralsociety.com”
Show Page
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March 28- 29: ROSEVILLE, CA
Roseville Rock Rollers Gem & Mineral
Society
@the Grounds
800 All American City Blvd
Hours: Sat 10 – 5; Sun 10 – 4
Contact: James Hutchings, (916) 995-7380
Email: jhutchings22@hotmail.com
Website: www.rockrollers.com
Show
Page
Something Different
For You
Paradise Gem & Mineral Society
Silver Dollar Fairgrounds, 2357 Fair Street
Hours: Saarot 9 – 4
Contact: Trish Haggerty, (530) 966-5112
Email: hagboyz5@gmail.com
Website: www.paradisegem.org
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March 29 – 29: ANGELS CAMP, CA
Calaveras Gem & Mineral Society
Calaveras County Fairgrounds
101 Frogtown Road
Hours: Sat 10 – 5; Sun 10 – 4
Contact: Robin Williams, (209)-728-8277
Email: robinski@yahoo.com
Website: www.calaverasgemandmineral.org
Show Page
March 28- 29: ROSEVILLE, CA
Roseville Rock Rollers Gem & Mineral
Society
@the Grounds
800 All American City Blvd
Hours: Sat 10 – 5; Sun 10 – 4
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Contact: James Hutchings, (916) 995-7380
Email: jhutchings22@hotmail.com
Website: www.rockrollers.com Show Page

April 4 – 5: CHICO, CA
Paradise Gem & Mineral Society
Silver Dollar Fairgrounds, 2357 Fair Street
Hours: Saarot 9 – 4
Contact: Trish Haggerty, (530) 966-5112
Email: hagboyz5@gmail.com
Website: www.paradisegem.org
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AFMS JUDGES TRAINING SEMINAR
When: Friday, April 10th; Saturday, April 11th; Sunday, April 12th, 2020
Where: Comfort Suites, 2250 S 1200 W, Ogden, UT, 84401-0259, 801-621-2545
Please fill out the application below and return with the Registration Fee to:
Margaret Kolaczyk, Registrar
24551 Shake Ridge Road, Volcano, CA, 95689-9629
Registration Deadline: March 20, 2020
Please Print
Name_______________________________________________________________
Address____________________________________________________________
E-Mail______________________________________________________________
Regional Federation_____________________________________________________
Club/Society__________________________________________________________
Division you are interested in:
Open ____ Minerals ____ Lapidary ____ Jewelry ____ Education ____ Meteorites____
Fossils ____ Petrified Wood ____ Scrimshaw ____ Beading ____ UV ____
I’m bringing an exhibit for evaluation ____
YOU MUST BRING AN AFMS UNIFORM RULES BOOK, UPDATED TO 2018.
This can be download on the AFMS website. Bring a pen and notepaper with you.
There is $40 Registration Fee per person which includes a lunch on Friday & Saturday.
Checks should be made payable to Margaret Kolaczyk and must accompany the application.
Lunch - (check one): Carnivorous ___ or Vegetarian ___
CLASS SCHEDULE
Friday & Saturday 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. in the Conference Room at Comfort Suites.
Evaluation of Exhibits begins on Sunday, April 12th, 2017 at 9:00 a.m. at the Golden Spike Events
Center-Exhibition
Hall, Weber Co. Fairgrounds, 1000 N 1200 W, Ogden, UT, 84404
YOU MUST MAKE YOUR OWN RESERVATION
You must make your reservation under the name, AFMS Judging Seminar. Or, follow this link to
make the reservation online https://www.choicehotels.com/reservations/groups/MO72N3. The
rate for the Seminar is $89 per night. Complimentary parking for anyone staying at the hotel, and
for attendees at the seminar.
Free Breakfast Daily from 7-10 AM, for those staying at the hotel.
Above Rates will apply three days prior to, and three days after the seminar.
The deadline to make your reservation to stay at the inn is March 20th, 2020.
Hotel Contact: Maria Nightingale cateringsuiterm@aol.com
For more information contact, Margaret
Kolaczyk: markolaczyk@gmail.com or phone:
209-296-5597
See you there! AFMS Uniform Rules Chair 2020
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Shop Schedule
(All shop session’s members only)

MAP

Monday
Tuesday

10 AM to 1 PM, Lapidary
6 PM to 9 PM, Beginners only in lapidary
12-to 5 PM, need daytime supervisor
6 PM to 9:00 PM, Lapidary,

Wednesday 9AM to 12:00PM, Lapidary

.
MGSCV
20948A

Corsair

Library open 10AM to noon.

Hesperian Blvd.

5:30 – 8:00 PM Lapidary
Thursday

10:00 AM to 1:00 PM, Lapidary
7 PM to 9 PM, Lapidary

Friday

9-1 PM Lapidary, Faceting (experienced only)

Saturday

Sunday

9 AM to 3 PM, Faceting Class 9-12, Juniors,
w/supervisor’s approval, lapidary
Library open 10AM to noon.
9:30AM to 12:30 PM, Lapidary

SHOP NOTICES:
Email us at info@mgscv
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West Winton
Clawlter

To 880 ->
Sakian

Our shop: 20948 A Corsair Blvd
Hayward, CA 94545
(510) 887-9007
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From I 580: Take the A Street exit and go west, turn right on Montgomery Street and go to
22307 Montgomery Street.
From I 880: Take the A Street exit and go East. Turn left on Montgomery Street and go to
22307 Montgomery.
From Jackson Street: Go north on Mission Boulevard, turn left onto A Street, then right on
Montgomery Street and go to 22307 Montgomery Street.
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Mineral & Gem Society of Castro Valley (MGSCV)
Membership Application and Information

Membership is good for one calendar year from January 1st through December 31st. Please fill out and sign the
application. Mail the completed form, a check for the dues payable to MGSCV, and a self-addressed, stamped envelope
to - MGSCV, Attn: Membership Chair, P.O. Box 2145, Castro Valley, CA 94546.
Your membership is active upon receipt of your check and application. It will be processed and membership cards will be
at the shop within 4 weeks. Your email will be added to the list for the Petrograph, our newsletter. Your name will be
added to the roster in the lobby at the workshop and in the drawing at the general meetings for cash prizes, if present.
We are a non-profit club whose sole purpose is the education of lapidary arts and geological sciences for all who are
interested. No products produced in the shop can be sold for profit. All members should have or be familiar with the
MGSCV Handbook. A copy is available for review in the club's lobby or one can be emailed to you by sending a request to
info@mgscv.org.
Before any member may operate any equipment or take any class they must have completed an orientation and their first
cabochon. To schedule an orientation send an email to WorkShopManager@mgscv.org with your name, phone
number, and a good time to call you. During the orientation you will learn about the club and get a tour of the
workshop. Monday evenings are reserved for beginners only.
Membership dues cover less than 10% of our annual operating costs. It is our annual show that funds the club, workshop
and all activities. *A requirement of membership is that every member must work at the show for a minimum of 4
hours. The show is always held the first full weekend of March, so mark your calendars. The show is fun to work and is
the reason we have the best workshop/club in Northern California. Shop services such as rock sawing, casting, special
classes (faceting, wire wrap, metal work, etc...) will not be available to members who do not work at the show.
Membership Chairperson
Type of Membership(s): _____ new membership
* With Shop privileges
_____ Single - $45
_____ Couple - $80

_____ renewal membership

Junior Membership
_____ Junior (11-17 with adult) - $1
_____ Junior (11-17 without adult) - $5

_____ Lifetime (voted in by the board)
NO Shop Privileges
_____ Single - $35
_____ Couple - $60

After July 1st all new membership dues are half (½)
Name(s) (Please print all the names.)
Adults: ____________________________________________________________________________________
Juniors: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________ State: ______ Zip: ____________ Phone Number: _________________
E-mail Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
(Our monthly newsletter, the Petrograph, will be emailed to this address.)

Occupational Skills: _________________________________________________________________________
(Sometimes we are in need of advice and\or help in regards to electrical, plumbing, mechanical, clerical or other skills.)

Confidentiality: (check all that apply)

I do not want my _____ phone _____ email printed in the roster at the shop.

I agree with the By-laws and rules of the Mineral & Gem Society of Castro Valley (MGSCV).
Members Signatures: ________________________________________________________________________

Mineral & Gem Society of Castro Valley (MGSCV)
Membership Application and Information
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For those of you that are interested in putting in a display case at our show, call Norm Hodgson
at 510-744-1564. You must set the case up on Thursday afternoon or early evening. The
dimensions for the case are below. Following on the next page is the application for a case to be
turned into Norm Hodgson
MGSCV Petrograph February 2016
Monthly Bulletin of the Mineral & Gem Society of Castro Valley, inc.
- 15 An Invitation to Members & Friends of MGSCV
SHOW EXHIBIT APPLICATION
Business cards or mention of personal businesses are not acceptable for display in any case at
the show
Your Name:_________________________________________________________
Your Address:_______________________________________________________
City:________________________________
Phone Number:___________________________
Member of ______________________________________________
I will exhibit ________________ cases ______
Please indicate whether you will be entering this case in competition.
Exhibit only ____ Competition ______
I have a case. _________ Slant front____ Upright _____ Dimensions H_____ W_____
D______
Or; I want to borrow a club case (4ft.) Upright, no liners or risers) ________
Describe contents to be exhibited (carvings, fossils, jewelry & minerals
etc_____________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
24 hour security will be provided: however MGSCV assumes no responsibility for any loss or
damage to exhibitor’s property. This form must be on file for all exhibitors for each individual
each year.
Your co-operation in returning this form AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, indicating whether or not
you will exhibit, will be greatly appreciated. Please return this form to the address below.
Norm Hodgson
P.O. Box 2665, Fremont, Ca 94536
If you have any questions call Norm directly: 510-744-1564
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